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Board Members 2017 — 2018

The following members have shown great commitment to ZCME — giving graciously and
generously of their time and talents.

President - Di Hillman

Vice President - Beverley Manzie
Secretary - Sylvia Kolarik
Treasurer - Debbie Grinter
Director - Robyn Scholes

President’s Report

It is a pleasure to present my third Annual Report for the Zonta Club of Melbourne’s East. | was
again thrilled to be inducted to this role at the AGM in May 2017 by Area Director Jasmine Koch.
Accepting the position for the third successive year was seen to be in the best interests of the
club. Sincere thanks must be given to Jasmine for her support and leadership over the past two
years. | look forward to following on as Area One Director this year.

A very committed and supportive Board has ably assisted me in my role. My thanks go to Beverley
Manzie, Vice President and Correspondence Secretary; Sylvia Kolarik, Secretary; Debbie Grinter,
Treasurer; and Robyn Scholes, Director. Our smaller Board has allowed for more focused and
effective meetings.

The Biennium Goal 3 (Zonta International builds and sustains a vibrant global membership) has
been a priority this past year as we have sought to increase our membership. We have inducted
four members and had expressions of interest from several others. Our necessary move to
another venue allowed for expansion of advertising into new areas. At this stage | would like to
record my thanks to Glenda Peck and Beverley Manzie for their particular efforts in this area.
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Schools Programs

We have been fortunate in building connections with several
local schools and introducing them to the vision of Zonta.
We were delighted when our club winner Ishka de Silva from
Presbyterian Ladies College received the District 23 award
for Young Women in Public Affairs. PLC has been very
supportive of this program for the last three years.

We had another successful day at Avila College assembling
one thousand Birthing Kits. Avila has been consistently
supportive of this project for many years and we thank them
for their support and will miss their future involvement.

Glen Waverley Secondary College invited our club to be part
of their Active Community Engagement Program, which was
a new initiative for that school. Over a four week period, we
tackled the issue of Family Violence as seen through the
eyes of Year 9 students; introduced them to the Walk in My
Shoes Display; facilitated a session on Z clubs with Judy
Rothe and organised them into assembling 400 Birthing Kits.
It was a most rewarding time and we will work with GWSC
again later this year.

President Dianne Hillman with
our ZCME YWPA Award Winner

In September we had a visit from the student leaders at Mount View Primary School informing
us of their involvement with the Beekeeper Parade in Cambodia. These four young leaders
spoke most capably with a sense of maturity and compassion. We assisted them with a
donation and purchased some of their products which were later used as Christmas gifts for

children in a refuge.

This year we have begun collaborating with staff at Brentwood Secondary School to provide a
scholarship for a female student participating in their Aerospace Program. We are hopeful this
award will be named the Zonta Club of Melbourne’s East Amelia Earhart School Scholarship

and will be valued at $750.

In December | attended the Ashwood
High School Presentation Night to
award two Year 11 female students
with a scholarship to the value of $750.
These two remarkable girls have a
wonderful commitment to furthering
their education despite experiencing
many obstacles.

Involvement in all of these opportunities
has been a privilege for myself and the
members of our club. We have been
able to promote the name of ZCME and
Zonta International, living up to the
ideal of empowering young women and

girls across our Community_ Dianne Hillman with Ashwood High School Principal Brett Moore at
the Annual Presentation Night Ceremony
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Guest Speakers
ZCME has been fortunate in having high quality speakers throughout the year. We have been
informed, entertained, challenged and inspired by women across a range of fields.

Guests have included; Area Director Jasmine Koch; the Mayor of Monash Rebecca Patterson;
Carmel Martin from Angel Flight; Sarsha Crawley our JMK scholarship winner; Merilyn Kelly from
St Kilda Mums; Jan Chisholm from the Royal Women’s Hospital; Kay Stewart UN District 23
Committee Chair; Elida Brereton on 2018 International Women'’s Day; and our YWPA club winner
Pravini de Silva.

We are enormously appreciative of these women who so graciously donated their time to speak
to our members. Particular thanks must go to Rebecca Patterson who was instrumental in
ensuring that the WIMS installation was given space in three of the Monash Council venues.

District 23 Conference

Last year | accepted nomination for the position of Area One Director for the 2018-2020 Biennium.
Delivering my speech at the Geelong Conference was both humbling and nerve racking, but the
honour is accepted with enthusiasm and anticipation. | challenged clubs to search out
opportunities in their local schools, as it is my firm belief that if Zonta is to remain viable, we must
make inroads into the next generation.

ZCME was thrilled when we received a Service and Advocacy Award for our “Community
Conversation”. In the PR session, our club received Advertising and Promotion Awards in two
categories. It was the first time we had entered these categories and we felt proud to have been
recognised by the wider Zonta community.

My other highlight at Geelong was having the privilege of introducing our past YWPA winners.
Nandini Karthikeyan was an International winner in 2016 and Ishka de Silva was the District 23
winner last year. Both of these girls spoke with great confidence and presented as inspiring,
committed young women. It was a great thrill for the Zonta Club of Melbourne’s East.

| will be attending the International Convention in Yokohama in June and look forward to
connecting with the new District 23 Board and receiving my badge. | am sure | will continue my
Zonta learning and make many new friends.

The Wider Community

In November, Sylvia and Luis Kolarik and | joined in the
Victoria Against Violence walk from Federation Square.
This was an amazing display of women and men all
standing up against violence against women. Along with
many members from the Melbourne on Yarra club, | met
Rosie Batty who joined Assistant Commissioner Family
Violence Command, Dean McWhirter on the stage to
address the crowd. It was a moving experience.

Debbie, Glenda and | attended the Maroondah Council

International Women’s Day Breakfast at Karralyka this

year and heard from four inspiring sportswomen. They

challenged us to always be the best we can be and to not

be afraid of taking chances. The women came from areas President Dianne Hillman with Rosie Batty at
of football, swimming, cycling and sports management. the

Victoria Aaainst Violence Walk in November
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March saw several of us at a Thank You Night at Bunnings Notting Hill. This is where our club
holds two Sausage Sizzles a year and we are are very appreciative of their support.

| also attended the Handbag Sale put on by the Melbourne on Yarra Zonta Club. This was an
outstanding effort on their part. They kindly donated two bags of leftovers for us to take to our
next Opportunity Shop week in April.

As my term as President ends, | believe | am leaving our club in a healthy position. We have
achieved much over the past 12 months, identifying our personal strengths and their potential for
the future. Our membership has grown and we have developed confidence in “selling” our club.
Each member has contributed in her unique way and together we have been able to make an
impact on our local community. We have formed stronger bonds with each other and been
challenged to walk down different paths.

My special thanks go to those members retiring from positions on Board. Debbie Grinter has been
an amazing Treasurer and | have certainly appreciated her diligence and cooperation in all
matters.

Beverley Manzie, my Vice President and Correspondence Secretary, has been most supportive
and encouraging, stepping in whenever needed. These two members will take up new club roles
in the next year.

Sylvia Kolarik has been an efficient Secretary and Newsletter Editor and | thank her for her
diligence.

Robyn Scholes has been an excellent Chair of Service and Advocacy, a role that she will hand
over as she assumes the role of club president. My sincere thanks are extended to you all.

In October, ZCME celebrates 40 years of service to women and girls. Each member has played
her part in this amazing story and we look forward to the future with optimism and a sense of
excitement and purpose for what lies ahead.

It has been an absolute honour and privilege to be the President of the Zonta Club of Melbourne’s
East. | have learnt much and enjoyed the role immensely. The members of our club have all been
supportive and cooperative; they have accepted change at times, and been prepared to commit
to new avenues of service. Our meetings have been great times of fun and fellowship. | thank all
members, their husbands, partners and families for their contributions in a variety of ways.

When | took over the role three years ago, the mission statement for Zonta International was
Conviction Commitment and Courage. | asked my club to add three more to their thinking —
Creativity, Communication and Cooperation. They have more than ably demonstrated these
qualities over my time as president and | thank them all most sincerely.

My best wishes to the incoming president and 2018-2020 Board.

Di Hillman - President
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Service and Advocacy Report

The dedication of our Club members to reach the end goal of empowering women worldwide
through service and advocacy is evident on so many levels.

International

Our Club has always been diligent in donating one third of our Fundraising monies to Zonta
International Foundation to enable the worthwhile International projects to be maintained. This
year has been no different. By clearly stating the amount to be forwarded to ZI at the end of each
fundraiser we are acknowledging the importance of supporting our International projects and
ensuring that this money can help as soon as possible. For ZI to know that financial support is
coming throughout the biennium rather than just at the end must make their budgeting easier.
Similarly we all contribute to “Every member in November”. Although not a huge amount every
little bit contributes to their budget.

District
Our Club members continue to support our two District 23 project — Birthing Kits and Breast Care
Cushions.

Birthing Kit Assembly Days
Over the last twelve months we have conducted two, and assisted in a third Birthing Kit Assembly
event, totalling 1,852 kits.

Once again Avila College students raised all the funds for the1,000 kits, and assembled them on
site with the aid of members, volunteers and teachers. We are grateful for the wonderful working
relationship that had been developed with this school over several years. Sadly, they have made
the decision not to support this project for the foreseeable future, although we remain hopeful that
some other means of including this project

might be found.

The second assembly event was a new
experience, in that we did a four-day, two-
month stint talking about Zonta projects
and Z Clubs, culminating with the
assembly of 452 kits, with about 60
students from Glen Waverley Secondary
College.

We would like to express our sincere
thanks to Robyn’s Soap House for their
assistance and support of this project
through the year.

. . . . Students assembling Birthing Kits
Pam Sloss - Birthing Kit Coordinator R
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Breast Care Cushions

We have had a busy year providing 92 cushions for Waverley,
Epworth, Northpark Private and Monash Moorabbin Hospitals,
through the breast care nurses.

We had very successful sewing days and members of the club
have been sewing when we have had a need for bags for the
cushions. | would like to thank everyone who has supported
this project and Olivia Wilkes and Beverley Manzie who
provided their homes on sewing days.

Glenda Peck - Breast Care Cushion Coordinator

Local

Mt View Primary students approached us to come and speak  Glena Peck — Breast Cushion Sewing Day
at our meeting. These students had committed to a project to

aid a village in Cambodia by installing solar panels on the houses. This provided power where
there was none previously. The money to fund this was raised by the students through selling
pencil cases and backpacks to the community. We assisted to the amount of $500 for some goods
and the rest a donation. We felt it was very important to assist these young people in their
endeavours, not only to ensure that life in the village was improved but that we positively reinforce
the endeavours of young people in their attempt to improve the lives of others.

We were also approached by Glen Waverley Secondary College to participate in their ACE
(Active Community Engagement) program. Interestingly the students found our organisation and
approached us due to our stand against family violence. After the four sessions the students and
teachers went away with a good understanding about Zonta, a thought provoking and broader
understanding of family violence, the awareness of Z Clubs with the possibility of forming one,
and the satisfaction of assembling four hundred Birthing Kits that will help women in third world
countries. We have been invited to participate again this year.

At the same time, we were the custodians of the
Walk In My Shoes suitcase. We presented the
stories of women who had walked away from
family violence situations, to the students. The
students’ reactions were amazing, ranging from
shock to disbelief. It confirmed our belief in
WIMS as a powerful advocacy tool in promoting
the rights of women to live in a world free from
the fear of violence.

We were fortunate to then be able to exhibit the
display at the Shire Offices for two weeks, and
at the Monash and Clayton Libraries for two
weeks. Feedback from these displays was
positive. Our aim was to confront the public with
the problem, which has been hidden for many
years. We also used this as a follow-up to our Community Conversation: Family Violence —
Changing Attitudes, Changing Behaviour project. Change is slow but with each activity we present
we chip away at the problem.

Walk in Our Shoes Display

We entered our project in the District 23 Service and Advocacy Awards. We were recognised for
our participation and our project will be included in District's Advocacy Power point presentation.
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President Dianne Hillman with Carmel
Martin — Volunteer from Angel Fight

Carmel Martin came to speak to us about Angel Flight, which
is a volunteer organisation providing assistance for individuals
being transported long distances to hospital. Be this for
women, their children or their partners, it was felt that donating
five hundred dollars, allowed women to be assisted at a very
stressful time in their lives. Our donation showed that as
Zontians we care and give support to women when needed.

We continue to support Kara House with gifts for children at
Christmas and Cara Inc with pamper packs for their young
women. This is something we are able to do with goods
donated from members who can only imagine how difficult it
must be for women who have little or nothing. The gifts are
received with gratitude and bring some joy to women'’s lives.

The Club feels that by supporting and recognising amazing young women in our community we
are fostering future leaders and acknowledging community commitment that engenders change.
We have supported several young women through the following scholarships.

Young Women in Public Affairs

(YWPA)

Our last two Club winners,

Nandini

Karthikeyan (District 23 and International
winner) and Ishka de Silva (District 23
winner), spoke at our District 23 Conference
in Geelong in September 2017. What a proud
moment it was for our Club and for Zonta in
general. These two YWPA winners epitomise
the values of Zonta as they look towards
education for young women in third world
countries, better health services, and equal
rights in work places. Both Nandini and Ishka
are anticipating careers and life paths where
they aim to improve the quality of women’s
lives.

Our newly announced YWPA winner is
Pravini de Silva who is another dynamic and

Governor Judy thanking our 2016 International
YWPA recipient with President Dianne Hillman at
the Geelong District 23 Conference.

focussed young woman endeavouring to make a huge difference to the lives of women.
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Jane M Klausman Women in Business Scholarship

President Dianne Hillman with our
Jane M Klausman Women in Business
Scholarshio Club Winner

Our Jane M Klausman Women in Business Scholarship
Club winner was Sarsha Crawley. This award fosters
women in business to take on leadership roles. As we all
know there are few women in leadership positions in the
financial world. We assisted Sarsha through our award to
pursue further education overseas.

We reinvented our Club Scholarship award to a young
woman at a local school to help her continue with her
educational aims. We awarded scholarships to Juliette
Wanis and Talia Simone at Ashwood High School (see
photo P.5). It was felt that the two girls were equally worthy
and due to our recognition of their abilities both will prosper
and achieve valuable careers. We believe that education is
the answer to change so to provide these scholarships
creates a passageway to better lives.

We recently approached Brentwood Secondary College with the view of financially assisting a
young woman in Years Ten or Eleven to participate in their Aerospace Learning Centre. This
centre teaches the rudiments of flying and provides the opportunity for students to have flying
instruction at Moorabbin Airport. Currently the course is weighted to male participants. With
Amelia Earhart as our inspiration we feel that we can encourage young women to enter a field
that has been dominated by men for a long time.

Usually we have chosen our “Woman Of Achievement” recipient and presented her with the
award as part of our International Women’s Day celebration. This has not been the case this year
as we have decided to change the criteria of selection. Also we felt it would be appropriate to
have this as part of our 40" birthday celebrations.

world.

Do not wait for someone else to come and
speak for you. It's you who can change the

In conclusion | thank each and every one of
you who participated in our various Service
and Advocacy projects. Through our work we
are able to bring about change and enable
other women to achieve a better life. | also

Malala Yousafzai believe that by enabling others to achieve their

full potential we are broadening the basis of

our own.

Robyn Scholes — Chair, Service and Advocacy
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Fundraising Report

ZCME has had a very successful fundraising year allowing us to complete many local and District
projects and support various initiatives. It is often a thankless task yet without it, we would not be
able to meet our many commitments. Husbands, partners, family members and friends of Zonta
have ably assisted members and we thank them all most sincerely for their time and effort. In total
we have raised $9488.90 and have sent $2000 to Zonta International.

We have had two very successful Sausage Sizzles at Bunnings, Notting
Hill. These involve a large amount of preparation and Olivia Wilkes and
Margot Davies are to be thanked for their consistent efforts in this area.
BUNN INGS The club is appreciative of the support received from Bakers Delight in

supplying our bread free of charge — thanks Beverley Manzie for ordering
and collecting bread each time.

The Lions Opportunity Shop at Mount Waverley has been a wonderful avenue for us to raise
funds. We have been fortunate in being allocated three full
weeks in the past 12 months. Members and friends have
been generous in both donating goods and manning the
counter. Many thanks go to Olivia for organising the rosters
and delivery of goods.

Our merchandise in the past year has been in the form of
stylus pens, diaries and cookie jars. These products were all
available at the Geelong Conference, adding to our overall
profit total. Many thanks to those who helped set up and sell
items at Geelong.

Blue lllusion at The Glen hosted a Fashion Parade for us
last August with 25 guests in attendance. Thanks to Mary Ann
Moodley and Jane Davies for organising this event and to
Robyn Scholes and Sylvia Kolarik for being our models.

We were fortunate in having a preview night at the Peridot

Theatre in Mount Waverley that was very well attended.

Thanks to all who helped promote this event, sell tickets and Robyn Scholes modelling
provide a delicious supper. Blue lllusion outfit.

Along with many other not-for-profit organisations, we took
tickets in the Community Raffle sponsored by local businesses. Although none of us took out a
prize, we made a healthy profit by selling tickets.

Details of each event can be seen in the Treasurer’s report and thanks must go to Debbie Grinter
for all her hard work in managing these funds.

Olivia Wilkes — Fundraising
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Membership & Fellowship Report

We have had a very busy year inducting four new members -
Jane Davies, Mary Ann Moodley, Heather Anderson and
Ramona Freeland. All have been a great asset to the club,
although Heather has decided not to renew her membership.
Some have attended the Geelong Conference, and others
helped out with fundraisers such as sausage sizzles, breast
care cushion assembly days, the ACE program at Glen
Waverley Secondary School and the Opportunity Shop.

The club had many enquiries during the year thanks to Dorothy
Doherty’s good work in submitting articles in multiple local
papers and on the webpage. Although we have had much
interest with potential new members attending first and second
meetings, many have chosen not to join the club.

At the District 23 Conference in September, five of our
membership received years of service awards ranging from 20
Ramona Freeland is inducted by years to 35 years.
President Dianne Hillman.
A large group attended a Fellowship Day in August visiting the
Johnson Collection and lunching afterwards. Great fellowship was also enjoyed at our Cookie Jar

assembly day at Beverley’s home in preparation for the September Conference.

We celebrated
Christmas at our
December meeting at
The Clarion, which has
become our new home.
We once again had a
fellowship lunch at
Sylvia Kolarik’s home
prior to our Planning

session in January.
A great day out at the Johnson Collection.

Di introduced the concept of Fellowship Friends at our meetings,

Debbie Grinter and Sylvia Kolarik challenging us to link up with a given member for coffee or a chat
enjoyin . .
ourChristrJnays ,gunction_ between meetings. Many members have taken this up and look

forward to seeing whom they will get to know better each month.
Thank you to Beverley Manzie who does such an excellent job on the new members committee.

Glenda Peck - Membership Co-ordinator
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Public Relations

Our Club’s strategy and focus is to promote knowledge and understanding within and outside our
club of the objectives, goals, accomplishments, projects and events that we pursue. The team
focuses on providing communication tools that keep members informed, attract new members
and showcase Zonta to the wider community. This requires our team to keep constant focus on
opportunities at any occasion to strengthen our position in the community.

The PR team (Dorothy Doherty, Sylvia Kolarik and Jane Davies) has worked behind the scenes
to produce sensational brochures, certificates, new member packs, website, Facebook posts and
newsletters. A proud achievement for our club was winning two awards at the District 23
Convention held in Geelong for “best promotional materials”.

Throughout the year, Sylvia Kolarik has continued to keep all club members up to date with the
quarterly release of the club newsletter Zonta Matters. This is a colourful and informative
newsletter on what's been happening in the club and also any

local, national and international aspects of Zonta considered of

interest. Members have greatly contributed to help make our

monthly newsletter an informative publication and consequently

a historical record of our club activities. All editions can be found

on the club website.

During the year, we obtained an impressive new banner that is
proudly displayed at our meetings and events.

Notices for our monthly club meetings featuring a

guest speaker were regularly advertised in five local

community newspapers, posted on social media and

our Facebook page. These attracted many new

guests to our club meetings.
The various events that we held throughout the year, such as our O ta Sanis Sanns/
theatre night, birthing kits assembly night, fashion parade etc
were also extensively advertised in the press and on social media resulting in excellent
attendance rates and the Walk In My Shoes exhibition received excellent press coverage in the
Monash Leader.

Our club web site continues to attract potential members, advertise events and provide a local
link to the wider Zonta world. The emails are checked daily and distributed to appropriate
members.

The Club was given the opportunity for a thirty-minute session on community

radio (3WBC) 94.1 FM to share information on Zonta and our current projects, 941FmZ=3WBC
and to promote ourselves to the community.

Our thanks to the PR team for their terrific efforts and, also to Karen Parish of Munatha who has
managed our website for many years and always does such a great job.

Dorothy Doherty — Public Relations
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Treasurer’s Report: April 2017 to March 2018

It is with great pleasure that | present my Treasurer’s report to our club for the year April 1st to
March 31st, 2018. We have had a productive year for the Zonta Club of Melbourne's East with
our fundraising activities maintaining a healthy bank account. The highlights of our fundraising
year were the Peridot Theatre night and two Sausage Sizzle days at Bunnings Notting Hill.

These and other combined activities contributed to a total net income of $8245.30 to our account.
These funds have enabled us to support the diverse range of social service activities being Zonta
International, Women of Achievement Award, Angel Flight donation and Ashwood Secondary
College Scholarships.

We maintained our annual fees at $195.00.

The account balance opened at $11,346.90 with the club raising $8245.30 from fundraising
activities, an increase of $1765.71 on last year. The general account sits at $3368.35 and
our fundraising account is $9681.23 The ING Business Optimiser account contributed
interest of $123.48 for the year.

From the above efforts we supported the following local service projects:

Ashwood Secondary Scholarship (1) - Julia Wanis $750.00
Ashwood Secondary Scholarship (2) - Talia Simone $750.00
Mt View Primary School - Cambodia Solar Lights $500.00
Women of Achievement Award - Sarsha Crawley $750.00
Angel Flight - Donation $ 500.00
Young Women in Public Affairs — Pravini De Silva $750.00 (paid April
2018)
Zonta International $2,160.00
Total | $6,160.00

Please see below the Statement of Income and Expenditure from April 2017 to March
2018 which is unaudited.

The Commonwealth Bank balance is $6932.64. This includes $2278.94 of (PPG Funds) and
ING
Business Optimiser $8,609.88.

There are un-presented cheques of $214.00 giving us a reconciled Cash book balance of
$15,328.52 as at March 31st, 2017.

| thank Catherine Jenkins for auditing our accounts once again.

Debbie Grinter — Treasurer
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Unaudited $ $ $

Opening Balance - April 1st 2017 $11,346.90

INCOME

ADMINISTRATION

Dinner Dues 6895.00

Raffle Funds 200.00

Subscriptions 4290.00

Joining Fees 72.00

Bank Interest 123.48

Loose Change 234.70

Miscellaneous 210.00

Donations 250.00

PPG Funds 390.15 $12,665.33

FUNDRAISING

Merchandise 338.00

Diaries 617.00

Op Shop 2032.85

Birthing Kit 3000.00

Sausage Sizzles 3082.05

Blue lllusion Fashion Parade 1020.00

Peridot Theatre 1570.00

Community Raffle 600.00

Cookie Jars Mix 529.00 $12,788.90
$25,454.23

LESS

EXPENDITURE

ADMINISTRATION

Dinner Dues 6915.00

District & Zonta International Fees 2240.00

Zonta Joining Fee 54.00

Conference Registrations Seminars 250.00

Website 412.50

P O Box, Legal, Admin 632.42

Gifts 196.52

Badges 12.00

Miscellaneous 210.00

Breast Care Cushions 108.85

PPG Expenses 207.13 $11,238.42

FUNDRAISING & DONATIONS

Local Service 544.39

Donations Zonta 2160.00

Diaries 444 15

Birthing Kits 3000.00

Sausage Sizzle 796.36

Women of Achievement 750.00

Community Raffle 300.00

Ashwood Secondary Scholarships 1500.00

Mt View P S -Cambodia Solar 500.00

Merchandise 49.50

Fashion Parade 24.00

Cookie Jar Mix 165.79 $10,234.19

Total Expenditure $21,472.61

CLOSING BALANCE $15,328.52

Past President Group Funds $2,278.94

BANK RECONCILIATION AS AT March 31st

2018

CBA Bank Account 6,932.64

ING Statement 8,609.88

Unpresented Cheques -214.00

RECONCILED BALANCE $15,328.52
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