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Vision 
 

The Zonta Club of Melbourne’s East, in line with Zonta International, envisions a world 
in which women’s rights are recognised as human rights and every woman is able to 
achieve her full potential. In such a world, women have access to all resources and 
are represented in decision-making positions on an equal basis with men. In such a 
world, no woman lives in fear of violence. 
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Members 2018 – 2019 
The board members below have shown great commitment to ZCME – giving graciously and generously 
of their time and talents.  

 
The Board Induction May 2018 
From left:  
President – Robyn Scholes 
Vice President – Deborah Grinter 
Treasurer – Maryann Moodley (later replaced by Margot 
Davies, absent) 
Secretary – Sylvia Kolarik 
Director – Jane Davies 
Director – Dianne Hillman 
 
Area Director – Jasmine Koch 
 
 

Member List: 
Marion Baker, Dr Elizabeth Cartwright, Jane Davies, Margot Davies, Ramona Freeland, Deborah 
Grinter, Dianne Hillman, Chris Jamison, Sylvia Kolarik, Beverley Manzie, Glenda Peck, Robyn Scholes, 
Pam Sloss and Olivia Wilkes  
 

President’s Report 
As this Zonta year comes to a close I am very pleased and proud to present the Annual Report for the 
Zonta Club of Melbourne’s East Inc. 
 
I never cease to be amazed at how as zontians we work together towards achieving our goals on so 
many different levels. For this I thank all members who contribute with their ideas, personal effort, 
commitment and friendship, which makes our Club so special. 
 
Our Board members are not only dedicated but also bring with them a variety of talents and expertise. 
My gratitude to Debbie Grinter, Vice President and Correspondence Secretary; Margot Davies, 
Treasurer: Sylvia Kolarik, Minute Secretary; Jane Davies and Di Hillman our Directors. Thank you for 
ensuring that our Club runs smoothly and effectively. 
 
Our year started with most members having a new role to fill and in some cases it was a bit of a learning 
curve. Generally, this has worked well and most members will continue in those roles in the coming year. 
Unfortunately, we lost two members at this time reducing our membership to thirteen. The hardest loss 
was that of our Treasurer and it is with great relief that we now have Margot Davies capably filling that 
position. 
 
Our meetings are held at The Canterbury International in Forest Hill. The 
facilities, meals and service that we receive are very good and I feel that we 
present an appropriate environment for prospective members, speakers and all 
members. Board Meetings are conducted in members’ homes, which seems to 
work well, and it is certainly easier for all to hear and partake in the discussion.  
 
Generally, we have a guest speaker at our meetings which I believe helps to 
broaden our awareness of other organisations and their specific areas of need. 
All speakers have been inspiring and worthy of our support. 
 
At our AGM Jasmine Koch, our Area 1 Director inducted the Board. In July our 
speaker was Paula Ferrari who passionately spoke about No FGM Australia. Di Hillman presented her 
report from the Yokohama Convention to Club members in August. September saw David Spitellar from 
the Asylum Seekers Centre in Dandenong talk about his work. Janice Smith from Wise Choices for Life 
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gave a wonderful presentation of the work being done in Uganda educating men and women about birth 
control choices. 
 

Alex Mills a White Ribbon Ambassador spoke at our November meeting. 
Karen Parish, a former Club member, informed us of a new group called 
“Wise Women” in February. Chris Barry amazed us with his talk about 
establishing the Aviation Course at Brentwood Secondary College.  
 
In House we are very grateful to Glenda Peck who gives us an update each 
month about a specific aspect of Zonta. 
 
Within the Club a lot has been going on as you will read in the Chair Reports. 
We have made Breast Care Cushions and Olivia Wilkes distributed them to 
hospitals.  

 
 
We conducted a Birthing Kit Assembly at Wesley College for the 
first time and held our second Community Assembly Day co-
ordinated by Margot Davies.  
 
 

 
Many thanks to all involved. Margot and 
Ramona Freeland delivered pamper 
packs to the Women’s Refuge, as well as 
toys for the children at Christmas. Sylvia 
delivered knitted toys to Saint Kilda Mums. 
 
 
Fundraising activities, led by Debbie Grinter have included manning the Lion’s 
Op Shop in Mt Waverley, Sausage Sizzles at Bunnings Notting Hill, a theatre 
production at the Peridot Theatre and a fashion parade at Motto. As well, we 

have sold pens, T shirts, shopping bags and whatever at our pop-up shop at our meetings. The Rotary 
Community raffle adds to our coffers. Without Club members support and enthusiasm we would never 
raise the money we have to then be able to support the Service and Advocacy projects at both local and 
international level. You are all to be congratulated for the way you work so well together to achieve so 
much whilst having fun. 
 
 

Our Awards and Scholarship programme is thriving. Due 
to Sylvia’s hard effort the ZCME Woman of Achievement 
was reborn. We recently conducted our first ZCME 
Awards presentation evening. It was a great pleasure to 
acknowledge the following students - Rebekah Kelly our 
YWPA winner from PLC; Faiza Osman Mohammed and 
Maxi Stathakopoulos our ZCME Ashwood Education 
Encouragement Award winners. Sophia Jing is the 
recipient of our first ZCME Aviation Scholarship at 
Brentwood Secondary.  I believe that we have created a 
special opportunity for each of these young women at 
this stage of their education.  Also, we have developed 
links with their schools and promoted Zonta throughout 
the area. 
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Another “first” for us this year was our public walk advocating a 
stop to family violence. We conducted this at a busy intersection in 
Glen Waverley. Wearing our orange T- shirts and carrying the 
banner all which said “Zonta Says No to Violence Against Women” 
we traversed the intersection for a couple of hours. Response was 
generally positive and we handed out information to those walking 
by. Gauging the effectiveness is difficult however anything that 
demonstrates against the tyranny of violence against women and 
girls has to add to the awareness. 
 
 

Our promotion and communication has kept Jane Davies busy to say the least. Our updated Website is 
current, relevant and user friendly. It is certainly a great introduction to any prospective member and 
reflects the tone and image that we wish to portray. Our Newsletter “Zonta Matters” is always an 
informative and interesting read. Jane has been passionate about our Facebook site and we owe her so 
much for keeping it updated, particularly with the 16 Days of Activism. Our fliers and palm cards are 
effective in their purpose. 
 
As with many Clubs, Membership is a concern. We started the year with 13 and rose to 14 with the 
welcome addition of Marion Baker. Di Hillman works constantly at this and we will happily install two new 
members at our AGM. Fortunately, our Club functions very well with only a small membership however 
we must continue to attract younger members if we are to thrive. Chris Jamison updates our 
Membership list.  
 
Then there is the member who is “the glue in the pot”. Beverley Manzie is our member who remembers 
everyone’s birthday etc., organises the catering, or the Fashion Parade, or simply gives us good advice. 
All Clubs need such a member. 
Sometimes members suffer health issues and we are delighted that Pam Sloss is sharing our meetings 
again. Libby Cartwright is our Life Member. 
 

In October we celebrated the 40th Anniversary of the ZCME (formerly 
Waverley) at The Canterbury with a delicious High Tea. Together with friends, 
family and zontians, (past, present and charter members) we enjoyed the 
tribute to our journey of the past 40 years. We were moved by the speech 
from Beryl Mc Millan OAM titled ”Inspirations from Zonta”. We delighted in 
presenting Topsy Gibbs our ZCME Woman of Achievement Award. The cake 
was amazing and it tasted as good as it looked. The buzz in the room 
indicated how pleased we all were to be together celebrating such a 
milestone. 
 
Our Club has been honoured this year to 
have Di Hillman as the Zonta District 23, 
Area 1 Director. In March our Club hosted 
the Area 1& 4 Meeting Day. The amount 

of work that goes into a day such as this is huge. The day was a 
wonderful success due to Di’s planning and the support of all the 
members. Just another example of how we can achieve so much 
when we work together.  
 
After leading this Club twice before I thank you for putting your trust in me again and supporting me 
throughout this year. I have been dedicated to Zonta for over 26 years because I feel that through Zonta 
we can make a change to the lives of women and girls. However that will now be through younger 
women such as Debbie and Jane. How wonderful that we have such capable women to lead us into the 
future. 
 
Robyn Scholes 
President  
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Treasurer’s Report: April 2018 to March 2019 
 
It has been my privilege to serve as Treasurer since October 2018. I am extremely grateful to the help 
and encouragement I have received from the club members making my transition a lot easier, special 
thanks to Debbie Grinter and Robyn Scholes who assisted and held my hand during this initial time. The 
club owes Robyn Scholes a very big thanks for taking over the role when our newly elected Treasurer 
resigned having served for a very short time. Robyn was willing to do this this role on top of being 
President too much for her in fact too much for anyone. She soldiered on until October when I took over 
from her. 
 
This year has been a busy year for the Financial side of the club. We ran many successful fundraising 
events a fashion parade night at Motto, two sausage sizzles at Bunnings, a theatre night at Peridot 
Theatre, Community Raffle and 3 Lions Club op shop weeks. These events were a major part of our 
fundraising and helped contribute to our Public Birthing Kit Day. 
 
We have been custodian of the PPG funds as Robyn Scholes was their treasurer, thankfully this has 
now moved to the new treasurer’s club which relieved us of the obligation & the accounting complication. 
 
We have maintained our Annual fees at $195.00. 
 
The club decided to distribute some of our funds to the following local service projects: 
 

Kara House for their Linen appeal $500 
Wise Choices for Life   $500 
No FGM    $500 
Asylum Seekers Centre  $250 

 
We awarded 3 scholarships to students: 
 

Ashwood SC student Faiza Osman Mohamed  $750 
Ashwood SC student Maxi Stathakopoulos   $750 
Aviation Award to Brentford SC student Sophia Jing  $750 

 
Other Awards 
Woman of Achievement award to Topsy Gibbs $1000 (who donated this to the CWA Drought relief) 
Young Person in Public Affairs to Rebekah Kelly of PLC $750 
 
The account balance opened at $15,328.52 with the club raising $12722.63 from fundraising an increase 
of $4477.33 on last year. 
The general account $2042.96 and fundraising $7082.92. 
Interest from ING was $113.98 for the year. 
 
Please see below the Statement of Income and Expenditure from April 2018 to March 2019 which is 
unaudited.  
 
The Commonwealth Bank balance is $4696.28 and ING Business Optimiser $5723.85. 
 
Many thanks to Catherine Jenkins for auditing our accounts once again. 
 
Margot Davies 
Treasurer 
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ZONTA CLUB OF MELBOURNE'S EAST INC.   

ANNUAL FINANCIAL SUMMARY     

Unaudited $ $ $ 

Opening Balance - April 1st 2018   $15,328.52 

INCOME     

Administration     

Dinner Dues  6085.00   

Subscriptions  2010.00   

Joining Fee  115.50   

Bank Interest  113.98   

Lions OP Shop  934.06   

Donation   240.00   

Loose Change  337.85   

40th Birthday High Tea  2500.00   

Misc./District Conference  3254.38   

  15590.77   

    

Fundraising     

Merchandise:     

    Bags  95.00   

    Pens  120.00   

   T-Shirts  620.00   

Birthing Kits  1138.15   

Sausage Sizzle - 2 days  3076.10   

Lions Op Shop  1646.38   

Donation ZI  0.00   

Fashion Parade  1170.00   

Peridot Theatre  1427.00   

Community Raffle  800.00   

PPG Funds  130.00   

Fundraising total  10222.63   

TOTALS   25813.40 

 
LESS EXPENDITURE      

Administration     

Dinner Dues  6510.00   

Dist./ZI Dues  2048.00   

Joining Fee  18.00   

Conference Reg./Seminars  490.00   

Website  0.00   

PO Box/Legal/Administration  585.70   

ING  0.00   

Gifts/Flowers  109.20   

Donation ZI  112.36   

MISC/District Conference  3585.38   

Badges  91.50   

40th High Tea  3011.57   

Banner & Printing  352.00   

Totals   16913.71   
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FUNDRAISING & DONATIONS     

Merchandise:     

    Bags  384.89   

   Pens   277.75   

   T-Shirts  842.60   

Local Service Total:  4000.00   

   Ashwood College 1500    

   NO FGM 500    

   Kara House Linen 500    

   Asylum Seekers 250    

   Wise Choices 500    

   Brentwood Aviation  750    

      

Birthing Kits  3801.53   

Sausage Sizzle  678.65   

Breast Care Cushions  176.49   

Police boxes  290.23   

      

Fashion Parade  0.00   

YWPA  750.00   

Women of Achievement  1058.80   

Community Raffle  400.00   

Peridot Theatre  0.00   

PPG Costs  2441.39   

TOTALS  15102.33   

   32016.04 -32016.04 

      

Closing Balance 31st March 2019   $9,125.88 
        

 
 

    

PPG funds   0.00   

        

    

    

    

Bank Reconciliation as at March 31/3/2019     

      

Bank Statement-CBA  4696.28   

Bank Statement-ING  5723.85   

Less Unpresented Cheques   -1294.25   

RECONCILED BALANCE  $9,125.88   

Cash on Hand (Float)   100.00   

Total Cash Book   $9,225.88   
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Service and Advocacy Report 
 

Violence against women 
Zonta International and District 23 support goals to focus on eliminating 
violence against women in all its forms. 
 
ZCME, in adopting these goals, would like to develop strategies to change 
the behaviour and attitudes of men and to improve the lives of women who 
suffer the results of this horrific social phenomenon. 
 
What we already do: 

• Purchased Orange T Shirts 

• Purchased and distributed cards with Service information 

• Purchased Shopping Bags 

• Supported Cara Inc. with money for Linen 

• Supported Kara House with emergency toiletries and Xmas presents for Children and further 
funds to supply T shirts for women and children 

• Large bag of hand knitted toys to Link, Waverley Benevolent Society and St Kilda Mums 

• Provided 5 Boxes to Police stations containing provisions to support mothers and children 

What more can we do: 
During 16 Days of Activism: 

• Set up a Community Event with significant speakers and perhaps an oath for men to improve 
attitudes and change behaviour.  

• Community Walk with Banner and T shirts once again 

• Facebook Campaign 

• Training sessions for men and women – boys, girls? 

There is much to be done in this area and we need to clarify our ideas and direction in order to achieve 
anything of value. However, I acknowledge that we are a small organisation and that it is incredibly 
difficult for us to make an impact. 
 

Scholarship Program 
We held a wonderfully successful Scholarship presentation evening at our April meeting and it was a 
great pleasure for us all to meet our award winners in person.  I realised more fully the importance of our 
members meeting these young women as it is a reminder to us just who we are working for.  This event 
was such a success that we intend to continue it into the future 

 
Young Woman in Public Affairs Award 
Rebekah Kelly from PLC was given this award and proved to be a wonderful 
speaker at the evening.  It is hard to believe that young women can do so 
much and at the same time work, successfully towards their VCE 
 
Brentwood Aviation Scholarship 
This first-time scholarship acknowledges Amelia Earhart a renowned aviator 
and very early Zontian. We are particularly delighted to be supporting this 
scholarship as we now know that Pilots are in enormous demand throughout 
the world with the growth of the aviation industry. This scholarship offers 
wonderful support for our winning candidate Sophia Jing in this growth area.  
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Education Encouragement Scholarship 
This scholarship supports young women with their VCE studies whose 
families are experiencing financial difficulties.  However, because of the 
difficulty in choosing between two extremely worthy candidates the club 
voted to offer a scholarship to each of the girls from Ashwood.  The two 
girls Faiza Mohamed and Maxi Stathakopoulos delighted us all with their 
acknowledgement of our support and I was further delighted over the 
school holiday to meet with them again, at their request, because they 
wanted to offer us all a small thankyou gift.  Such a pleasure! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Other programs 
 
Birthing Kits – Project Leader – Margot Davies 
We held a Birthing Kit Assembly session at Wesley in October and a 
Community Birthing Kit Day where we prepared 1000 kits in November. A 
Birthing Kit assembly will be held at Monash University in May this year. 
 
Breast Care Cushions – Project Leader – Olivia Wilkes 
Olivia has been responsible for organising the preparation and delivery of 
Breast Care Cushions and continues to run sessions in her home. 
 
Cara Inc. – Project Leader – Ramona Freeland 
This organisation supports vulnerable young women with babies.  It offers 
them programs to help them to improve their lives through support, 
housing, training in life skills and education. 
Our club voted to support this important organisation with a cheque for $500.00 to buy linen.  We will 
also supplied some pamper packs for Xmas for the young women. 
 
Kara House – Christmas Packs  
This organisation offers emergency accommodation to women and children. Members donated toys for 
the children in the refuge at our Xmas function as well as emergency toiletries for the women in this 
refuge.  We were also able to give $500.00 towards the purchase of T shirts for women and children 
  
Link, Waverley Benevolent Society and St Kilda Mums 
Were each supplied with a large bag of hand knitted soft toys for distribution  
 
Royal Women’s Hospital – Project Leader – Di Hillman 
We will support the Area 1 project to refurbish some of the rooms at the 
hospital with a donation to the hospital - CASA.  This will be finalised at an 
upcoming general meeting in 2019. 
 
Police Boxes – Project Leader – Sylvia Kolarik 
This is our latest initiative started the end of 2018 and involves setting up a 
box for various police stations in the Eastern area that will supply necessary 
items for women and children.  This includes: nappies, feeding bottles and 
infant formula, dummies, and a few toys and activities and for the women 
sanitary items, toothpaste and brush, deodorant.  So far, we have a box at 
Glen Waverley Police station. Box Hill and Croydon both have Family 
Violence Units and I have given one each to them also.  I am taking advice 
from the police as to where else we could put more of our boxes which will 
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then have to be refurbished regularly.  The Police response has been beyond my expectations, they are 
so grateful and excited, and I am delighted to be supporting this amazing project.   
 
Thank you everyone for all of your support and enormous efforts. 
 
Sylvia Kolarik 
Advocacy Coordinator 

Fundraising Report 
The Zonta Club of Melbourne’s East Inc. has again had a very busy fundraising year. Our fundraising 
activities allow us to support various local organisations, service projects and Zonta International. 
 
Husbands, partners, family members and friends of Zonta have greatly assisted us in lots of ways and 
we thank them all most sincerely for their time and effort.  
We increased our fundraising account by net amount of approximately 
$7040.00 year to date from our various fundraising activities. 
 
We have had two very successful Sausage Sizzles raising $2397.00 at 
Bunnings, Notting Hill. These do not just happen; a large amount of 
preparation and coordination is required, many thanks to Olivia Wilkes for her 
hard work and all on our rosters. The club is appreciative of the support 
received from Bakers Delight in supplying our bread free of charge.  
 

We supported an extra week in February at The Lions 
Opportunity Shop at Mount Waverley these weeks 
raised $1646.00.  This is always a lot of fun and I thank 
all who assisted over these two weeks. 
 
We tried a new venue for our fashion parade, Motto at 
Forest Hill Chase were very supportive in allowing us to 
use their store. Thanks to Beverley Manzie for 
coordinating the event and to Robyn Scholes and Debbie 
Grinter for being our models. This raised $1170.00. 
 

We were fortunate in having a preview night at the Peridot Theatre in 
Mount Waverley, we saw “The Shoe Horn Sonata “an accomplished 
production that was of excellent standard. Thanks to all who supported 
this event, sold tickets and provided a delicious supper. This night 
raised $1427.00. 
 
Along with many other not-for-profit organisations, we sold tickets in the Community Raffle sponsored by 
local businesses. We sold 20 books of tickets and made a profit of $400.00. 
 
We have merchandise for sale in the form of stylus pens, diaries, shopping bags and T-shirts these will 
carry over into the next financial year. 
 
A big thankyou to all our members, family and friends of Zonta who donated their time, money and raffle 
prizes to the fundraising activities over the last year. 
 
Deborah Grinter 
Fundraising Co-ordinator 
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Membership & Fellowship Report 
 
The past 12 months have seen our membership going up and down. Unfortunately, we lost two valued 
members last May, along with a resignation earlier that month. This saw our membership drop to 13. In 
reaching out to the community, we focused again on advertising; using hard copy flyers in local libraries 
and shopping centres, along with an increased use of social media. Club meetings were advertised on 
Facebook each month and members were encouraged to share such posts as widely as possible. 
 
After the Yokohama Convention I had palm cards made for members. These have our vision statement 
on one side and club details on the other. Members are encouraged to keep these handy for when 
enquiries are made by interested parties. 
 
We have a system of brochures and club literature for visiting persons so that they are well informed of 
our clubs activities. 
 
A concerted effort has been made to promote ZCME at all fundraising and community events through 
advertising materials and word of mouth. As a means of valuing each member, two ladies are 
recognized at each meeting with a few words about their commitment to Zonta, and a small gift. This has 
been well received. 
 
“Fellowship Friends”, which links members with one another outside of club activities has continued to 
build relationships and develop friendships. 
 
In December 2018, we were delighted to induct Marion Baker into membership. 
Marion is keenly committed to the ideals of Zonta and has proved to be a valuable 
and enthusiastic member.  
 
We have had Elizabeth Owen, Kathleen Murphy and Jodi Ball join with us for 
several meetings and we are hopeful they too will become members of ZCME in 
the near future.  
 
Our goal is to welcome four new members in 2019.  

 
Club fellowship has been an 
important aspect of membership. 
We had a home screening of the 
documentary of “Little Stones” last 
December at Jane’s home and a 
visit to Robyn’s Soap House last 
month. This was followed by lunch at Banksia Nursery.  
 
 
 
Dianne Hillman 
Membership Co-ordinator 

 

PR & Communication 
We continue to aim for as much media attention as possible via face book, our website, local newspapers 
and radio. 
 
Throughout the year, our Zonta Matters newsletter has continued to keep all club members up to date with 
what’s been happening in the club as well as any local, national and international aspects of Zonta 
considered of interest. Thank you to members who have contributed to help make the newsletter an 
informative publication and consequently an historical record of our club activities.  Latest editions can be 
found on the club website. 
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During the year, we obtained an impressive new banner funded by District 23 which 
will be proudly displayed at our meetings and events.   
 

 
We have not had much luck with promoting meetings through the local 
newspapers however some new members have heard about us by word 
of mouth and face book posts. The Zonta International PR team create 
some great posts and we share these regularly. 
 

 
The various events that we held throughout the year, such as our theatre night, 
birthing kits assembly day, fashion parade etc were promoted by face book and we 
had some great attendances. However, always need more to join us to improve our 
fundraising effort. 
 
Our club web site has been updated and thanks to Karen Parish from Munatha for 
getting the website into an easier format to enable us to edit ourselves. We now have 
a new fundraising page and have included information about events held over the last 
year. 
 
We have also developed flyers to promote our fundraising events and certificates as required. 
 
The Club was given the opportunity for a thirty-minute session on community 
radio (3WBC) 94.1 FM to share information on Zonta and our current projects, 
and to promote ourselves to the community. Thanks to Robyn and Di for 
representing us over the radio waves. 
 
Jane Davies 
PR & Communication 
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