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August 2019 
Club 861, Area 1, 

District 23 

Editor: Jane Davies 

Assistant: Di Hillman 

It’s with great pleasure that I have taken on the role of President of our 

club. Stella Coffey inducted the new Board for 2019-2020 being Jane 

Davies (Vice President), Robyn Scholes (Secretary), Margot Davies 

(Treasurer), Sylvia Kolarik (Director), and Di Hillman (Director)-absent.  I 

look forward to working with the new board and learning from the wealth 

of experience these members have. 

Our club has had the pleasure of inducting three new members being 

Kathleen Murphy, Elizabeth Owen and Jodi Sinclair I wish to welcome 

again these new ladies to our club. We have also had the pleasure of 

hosting Roshy Symonds in our club. Roshy was a member of one the 

Zonta Club’s in Columbo, Sri Lanka for over 20 years, last month we 

heard about Roshy’s club and the hard work they undertake to support young women in need of basic support to 

enable them an education and life skills. 

 

Dinner Meetings 
Are held on the first Thursday of the month. 

6.30pm for 7.00pm 
Canterbury International Hotel 

326 Canterbury Road, Forest Hill  
(South West Cnr of Springvale Road) 

Find Us 
Mail:  PO Box 223, Glen Waverley 3150 
Website: www.zontamelbourneseast.org.au 
Email: info@zontamelbourneseast.org.au 
Facebook: Zonta Club of Melbourne’s East Inc. 
ABN:  659 629 407 32 
Charter Date: October 10 1978 

President’s Report 

President: 

Debbie Grinter 

https://vimeo.com/channels/zontaclubmelbourneseast
mailto:https://vimeo.com/channels/zontaclubmelbourneseast
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Since joining Zonta in 2013 I have seen the hard work of prior Presidents being Robyn Scholes, Pam Sloss, Di Hillman 

(3 years) and Robyn these ladies and prior presidents have created our fundamentals of our club. We have a busy year 

ahead with our club turning 41 years old this year.   

This year marks Zonta’s 100th Birthday, as part of our celebrations we have our Australian and New Zealand district 

combined conference in Brisbane in September. So far, our club has nine attendees, the conference has great 

presenters’ good content and with fellowship as well. 

I attended the past president’s group ’Building Better Boards’ program at Kyneton in May where I was assured that past 

presidents and Zonta members have a wealth of information and are willing to support and mentor new board 

members. 

In June I attended the Zonta Club of Geelong’s 40
th
 birthday on the beautiful Geelong waterfront. Governor Jane gave 

us an overview of Zonta International and the work that is carried out to support the 100-year centennial celebrations. 

(See photo on P.3) 

In our June meeting we had a presentation from Shirley Standish from South Eastern Volunteers, who explained the 

fantastic services they provide in connecting isolated persons in the City of Monash area together with providing 

transport services at a minimal rate to those who need transport for appointments.  (See photo on P.3) 

 

In our July we went back to basics in Zonta, I gave the club an overview of the Zonta 

International structure. We then had a Q & A session from Robyn, Beverley and 

Glenda who hold a wealth a Zonta knowledge. (See photo Left) 

Our club has created a static presentation called “Speaking Out. “It’s 18 painted 

figures in the shape of women with slogans attached. It has had great feedback being 

on display at Monash and Oakley libraries. We hope to move the display to other 

venues in the eastern suburbs.  (See photo on P.3) 

 

My last news is a wonderful achievement for our club. 

Robyn Scholes was advised that our club was one of the 

62 clubs worldwide within Zonta that has been awarded a 

Zonta International Centennial Anniversary Grant. Zonta 

International received 289 applications, and our club project was one of only 62 projects 

selected to receive a grant.  

This is a great accomplishment for our club and for Emerge our partnering organisation. 

We will look forward to seeing their program up and running in local secondary schools in 

the near future. I maintain that every action really does count and our small club does 

perform very well. I look forward to the ANZ conference in September as club delegate 

and our busy year ahead supporting women though our upcoming service and advocacy projects. 

Debbie Grinter 

President 

President’s Report cont. 

It’s not too late to donate to the Every Member in September campaign. All 
donations will be sent on to Zonta International on behalf of Zonta Club of 
Melbourne’s East. 
Send any amount through to our bank account and this will be combined as a 
Club Donation. 

Commonwealth Bank       BSB 063-151    A/c 10007103    Reference: Your Surname Donation EMSept  

Every Member in September 
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Shirlene Standish ‘Speaking Out’ display at Glen Waverley 
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Membership Matters 
ZCME has had the pleasure of inducting three new members this year. In May, Elizabeth Owen and Kathleen Murphy 
joined us and then in June we inducted Jodi Ball. These three ladies bring wonderful enthusiasm and energy to our club 
and we have enjoyed getting to know them. They are involving themselves in club activities and have attended our 
Meeting Day in March and one will be joining us at the Brisbane conference.  What an exciting time for them and us! 

We were sorry to say goodbye to Marion and Ramona who, for various reasons, decided not to renew their 
memberships.  They made significant contributions during their time with ZCME, for which we thank them both. 

For the last few months, we have had the pleasure of having Roshy Symons attend our meetings. Roshy was involved 
in Zonta in Sri Lanka and has now decided to make Melbourne her new home, along with her husband and two 
children.  We are hoping that Roshy will become another valuable member.  

There have been several fellowship gatherings recently.  In March, several ladies thoroughly enjoyed a tour of Robyn’s 
Soap House, Knoxfield, which was followed by lunch. For many years, Robyn Green has provided soaps for our birthing 
kits and been a great supporter of Zonta. Look out for our soap-selling stall in the Brisbane Market Place! 

A wonderful fellowship lunch was held in July at the Kooyong Tennis Club. This was attended by ten members and was 
organised by one of our own, Chris Jamison. Thanks Chris for a wonderful day out! 

Other fellowship opportunities have been a sewing day at Olivia’s home and a tour of the Royal Women’s Hospital with 
Zontians from other clubs.  

Our new President Debbie is honouring a member at each meeting, which has made those chosen feel quite special! 
Thanks Debbie for a great initiative.  

Di Hillman 
Membership 

ZI Centennial Anniversary Grant 
How amazing to receive notification from Susanne von Bassewitz, our ZI President, 
informing us that our application for a ZI Centennial Anniversary Grant for Emerge 
Women and Children’s Support Network was one of the 62 projects selected for a 
grant out of 289 applications world wide.  

Over the years we have supported Emerge with donations for the very essential 
work they do with women and children escaping family violence situations. Emerge 
has worked within the community for over 45 years and is a respected and essential 
organisation in the community support area. 

The project that was presented for this grant is called “YEW” Young Empowered 
Women. It is aimed at young women 14-18 y/o at Secondary Schools in the Glen 
Waverley, Parkdale, Mentone and Sandringham areas. The program that will be 
presented by a qualified Counsellor and a Therapist aims to develop skills and 
awareness in these young women so that they are able to identify and deal with the 
early signs of emotional and economic controlling within relationships. This leads on 
to them being able to identify and prevent the formation of abusive and violent 
relationships. 

Full funding of $4590 was allocated for this to take place. This will be received by Emerge in the next month and the 
whole project will be completed by the end of 2019. 

Our ZCME name will be included in all handouts and in the Emerge Annual Report. Hopefully we can also be present at 
the sessions delivered in the schools. 

The answer to the ZI question, “What are the long term benefits?” 

Emerge replied “Empowered, confident young women.” 

Our Zonta aims and Emerge aims are mirrored. 

Robyn Scholes 
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Advocacy & Service Report 
Violence Against Women—Project Leader  – Di Hillman 
Most recently we have set up a ‘Violence Against Women’ display called ‘Speaking Out’ This has already been on 
display in one library in our area and is now in the second library.  We intend to keep circulating this display in other 
libraries and then hopefully into some shopping centres in due course 

 
‘Speaking Out’ is a display supporting two of Zonta International’s main projects. 
Preventing of Violence Against Women and Ending Child Marriage both support the rights of women. 
 
Zonta believes that all women and girls should be able to reach their full potential and be involved in decision-making 
processes on an equal basis with men. 
 
Women and girls everywhere should be able to live free from all forms of violence.  
 
This display was devised in order to raise awareness of these important issues, encouraging conversation, and 
providing resources that will assist victims and those around them to seek advice and support. 
 
This is a high visibility display in the centre front as you enter the library as is the ZCME banner that sits in the front 
foyer.  Both highly visible.  Information on Zonta and the repeated use of our Logo should also help raise the profile of 
our club as well as the issues that we are involved with.  The Library is used by a great number of young people from 
the many schools within the area and it should be noted that the Waverley area has enormous multicultural diversity. 
 
We were helped in preparing this display by the ‘Men’s Shed’ in Waverley who prepared the cut out figures in ply and 
then these were very kindly painted orange by David Hillman – Thank you David they look fantastic. 
 

Scholarship Program 
Our plan for scholarships this year is in place and we will be able to offer one scholarship for Education Endeavour, one 
to a Young Woman in Public Affairs and one for the Brentwood Aviation Program.  We also now have an applicant for 
the Jane M. Klausman, Women in Business Scholarship which is excellent and this has now been passed on to District 
for their consideration.  I would very much like to offer two Education Endeavour Awards and with club approval will 
continue to seek sponsorship for a second award.  
We will also seek to find a Woman of Achievement for the end of this year but the funding will not be available until 
2020 when the award will be given 

 
Birthing Kits  
A Birthing Kit assembly day was organised by Di and Robyn and held at Monash University in May this year. 
A further day will be held in August this year with PLC, thank you to our volunteers who support this program. 
 

Breast Care Cushions – Project Leader – Olivia Wilkes 
Olivia has been responsible for organising the preparation and delivery of Breast Care Cushions and continues to run 
sessions in her home. 
 

Kara House 
This organisation supports vulnerable young women with babies.  It offers them programs to help them to improve their 
lives through support, housing, training in life skills and education. 
Our club voted to support this important organisation with a cheque for $500.00 to buy T Shirts for women and children.  
We will also supply some pamper packs for Xmas for the young women. 
 

Royal Women’s Hospital – Di Hillman 
We will support the Area CASA project to refurbish some of the rooms at the hospital with a donation to the hospital.   
Di will also continue with the Grant application for $5,000.00 to support the hospital with the ‘You and your Boorai’ 
program 
 

Police Boxes – Project Leader – Sylvia Kolarik 
This initiative started  the end of 2018 and involves setting up a box for various police stations in the Eastern area that 
will supply necessary items for women and children.  The Police response has been very positive they are so grateful 
and although the boxes have not been used as much as I had expected the police assure me that when they are 
needed they are pure gold  
 
Thank you everyone for all of your support and enormous efforts. 
 
Sylvia Kolarik 
Advocacy Coordinator 



 

Page 6 

Di’s Directions—Around Area One 
The last four months have been busy with many enjoyable activities. 

March 23rd I attended the Birthing Kit assembly day held by ZC Melbourne on Yarra. This was made extra special by 
taking my seven-year-old granddaughter! 

March 26th I attended the ZC Melbourne’s South East dinner meeting. It is a privilege to visit other clubs and see the 
amazing work being done. 

March 29
th

 I joined other members of the District 23 Board for a meeting in Devonport. This was held in conjunction 
with the Area Five Meeting Day. Both events were productive, rewarding and enjoyable. My delightful hosts Margie and 
Mark made it a very special weekend. Thank you again! 

April  Some amazing travel adventures through France and Belgium! 

May 15
th

 I facilitated a Birthing Kit assembly day at Monash University for over 50 young accountants. It was a PD day 
for them with an inspiring talk by Professor Tori Oliver who spoke of the progress in the delivery of oxytocin to women 
in developing countries.  I appreciated the assistance of several members of my own club ZCME on this day. 

May 16
th

 I had the honour of inducting the Board and two new members at ZC Mornington. I spoke about the 
responsibilities that being a Board member brings as well as the wonderful privileges. 

May 18
th

 I attended the Building Better Boards day at Kyneton, assisting in a discussion group for Presidents with Beryl 
McMillan and Catherine Taylor. 

May 25
th

 I hosted the Area One Presidents for an afternoon of sharing, planning and fellowship. 

June 16
th

 I attended a wonderful High Tea to celebrate ZC Geelong’s 40th Birthday. 

July  I was a guest at ZC Melbourne on Yarra and had the pleasure of inducting their new secretary. I challenged them 
to make sure the second half of the biennium is as productive as the first! 

July 25
th

 Along with members from the Clubs participating in the CASA refurbishment project at the RWH, I enjoyed a 
tour of the hospital facilities. It is an amazing place and we are fortunate to be assisting them in such a practical 
manner. Many thanks to Susie and Zareen for organising this for us. 

The Area One clubs are looking forward to celebrating the Centennial at a combined lunch to be held on October 27th 
at The Canterbury International. Prominent Zontians will be honored and it will be a great time to celebrate 100 years of 
Zonta service. 

        Join us if you can! 

Important Dates to Diarize 
ANZ Combined District Conference—Brisbane—6-8 September 2019 

 

General Meeting—BRING A FRIEND 
Thursday 3rd October—Guest Speaker Philippa Challis—The Laughter Lady 

 

ZCME Fundraising SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
Saturday 5th October at Nottinghill Bunnings—see Olivia regarding roster. 

 

Area 1—100 Year Centennial Celebration Lunch 
Sunday 27th October—see flier page 9 

 

Walk in Waverley—No to Violence Against Women 
Saturday 30th November from 10.00 am Meet in Park on Cnr Waverley & Springvale Roads 

 

Community Conversation—Say NO To Violence—The Next Step 
Thursday 28th November, 7pm-9.30pm (set up from 5.30pm) 

 

ZCME End of Year Christmas Dinner—5th December 2019 from 6.15pm.  

Canterbury International Hotel 
 

ZCME Fundraising SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
Saturday 28th December at Vermont South Bunnings—see Olivia regarding roster. 

 

Lions Op Shop Fundraiser—13-17 January 2020 
DROP OFF DATE—Monday 9th December 2019 
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Amelia Earhart 
Thanks to Libby who has shared this great newspaper article from 15fh May1997 about Linda Finch recreating the 
Amelia Earhart Journey. The article below highlights the journey so far (when in Darwin) telling of her plans to complete 
the journey.  

Finch recreated and completed the attempted around-the-world flight of  Amelia Earhard.  To tell Amelia Earhart's 
message, "that you can have your dreams and you should not live within the limits society sets for you." Linda wanted 
men, women, and especially children to understand we alone set our limits, and each of us has to power to soar higher. 
The recreation of the 1937 around-the-world flight of Earhart was known as "World Flight 1997." Finch's flight marked 
the 60th anniversary of Earhart's failed effort as well as centennial of her birth.   

Finch touched down on five continents while mirroring Earhart's route and stops as best she could. She flew an 
additional 1,000 miles to allow Finch to drop a single wreath over Howland Island from her aircraft in honor of the 
pioneering aviator. Finch's last leg on May 28 was an estimated 18-hour flight between Hawaii and Oakland 
California. At the time of this historic flight in 1997, Finch was 46 years old, five years older than Earhart's age on her 
final flight. 

Finch believed that Earhart's courage, heroism and limitless vision are powerful inspirations for young people of all ages. 
Finch tied her flight to an educational program called "You Can Soar."  

Finch appeared at numerous aviation-related events, schools, businesses, museums, and children programs, to 
continue to deliver her message and encourage others to tackle big dreams and make a big difference in our world.  

(Exerts from Wikapedia) 
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Collect for Charities 
If you can, please collect the following items for various 
charities—bring to the meeting and pass on to the person 
collecting. 

Spectacles—for overseas aid 
Bras– Uplift 
Belts—drop in centre for dignity purposes 
Wine Bottle Tops—cord blood via Lions Club Op Shop 
Medication Blister Packs—cord blood as above 
Ring pulls—from aluminium & steel cans for cord blood as above 
Bread Tags—contribute to wheelchair makers 
Milk Bottle Caps—Envision Hands, collected by Here & There 
Makers 

Happy Birthday to: 
Libby  August 8th 

Beverley September 14th 

Jodi  September 28th 

Di  October 30th 

 

Wishing you all a lovely 

birthday celebrating 

with family and friends. 

Royal Women’s Hospital Tour 
On Thursday 25th July, I was joined by Joan and Caroline from Mornington, Jane, Judy and Dawn from Melton, Bev 
from Melbourne on Yarra and Robyn, Jane, Pam and Glenda from Melbourne’s East for a tour of the Royal Women’s 
Hospital. (Unfortunately, the ladies from Wangaratta were a late apology.)  This invitation followed our combined Area 1 
and 4 donation of $7500 to the Royal Women’s Hospital Foundation, to assist in the refurbishment of the CASA rooms. 
The plans for the refurbishment are well underway and it is hoped the project will be completed by the end of the year.  

Susie and Zareen were our delightful hosts, thanking us for our past involvement 
with RWHF and emphasised how appreciative they are of our commitment to 
women experiencing challenging circumstances.  

As representatives of the Women’s Foundation, they showed us around the 
hospital, pointing out many of the beautiful features and the services provided.  
The hospital has the most amazing art collection, which certainly adds to the 
ambience. 

We were privileged to see the Welcome Centre and have peep in the NICU 
wards.  On our way out we met three-day-old Alex leaving the hospital with proud 
parents and grandparents! 

Several CASA unit staff members provided very sobering and informative 
insights as they spoke of their commitment to respecting each woman who 
accesses their services.  They highlighted the importance of making these 
women feel safe, secure and validated when reporting incidences of sexual 
abuse, as many of these reports are connected to family violence.  The hours 
spent taking calls and providing counseling is staggering and indicates just how 
much of a social problem we have here in Victoria. It certainly put our project into 
perspective as we realised just how beneficial our input will be.  

Zareen provided us with a 
delicious morning tea that gave us all time to chat. 

One of the main features of the hospital is the donation wall in 
the main foyer. Here plaques are installed for significant donors. 
With this contribution and also our contributions to FARRAP, 
Area 1 and 4 Zonta clubs can have their name on this wall if we 
can raise another $4500. This is certainly a challenge but is a 
great way to promote the name of Zonta to all who walk through 
that foyer.   

Will we take up the challenge? 

Di Hillman 
Membership 

Zareen—our RWH Guide 

Representatives from donating Zonta 
Clubs to RWH CASA Refurbishment 

Project 



 

Page 9 


