
  
Honour and Empower 

 
 

 
 

Annual Report 2020 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Table of Contents 
Members 2019-2020 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 2 

President’s Report ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 2 

Treasurer’s Report: April 2019 to March 2020 ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 7 

Service & Advocacy Report --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 10 

Membership & Fellowship Report ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 12 

PR & Communications Report ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 13 

Combined ANZ Districts Conference --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 14 

ZCME & Emerge Centennial Grant ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 17 

  

 

AREA 1, DISTRICT 23 
CHARTER DATE: 10 October 1978 

 
PO Box 223, Glen Waverley, 3150 
info@zontamelbourneseast.org.au 
www.zontamelbourneseast.org.au 

ABN 659 629 407 32

Vision 
 

The Zonta Club of Melbourne’s East, in line with Zonta International, envisions a world 
in which women’s rights are recognised as human rights and every woman is able to 
achieve her full potential. In such a world, women have access to all resources and 
are represented in decision-making positions on an equal basis with men. In such a 
world, no woman lives in fear of violence. 

mailto:info@zontamelbourneseast.org.au
http://www.zontamelbourneseast.org.au/
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Members 2019 – 2020 
The board members below have shown great commitment to ZCME – giving graciously and generously 
of their time and talents.  

 
The follow members were inducted to the board in 

May 2019 by Stella Coffey 
 
 

From left:  
Stella Coffey 

Treasurer –Margot Davies 
Vice President – Jane Davies 
President – Deborah Grinter 
Secretary – Robyn Scholes 

Director – Sylvia Kolarik 
Director – Dianne Hillman (absent) 

 
 
Member List: 
Dr Elizabeth Cartwright, Jane Davies, Margot Davies, Deborah Grinter, Dianne Hillman, Chris Jamison, 
Sylvia Kolarik, Beverley Manzie, Kathleen Murphy, Elizabeth Owen, Glenda Peck, Robyn Scholes, Jodi 
Sinclair, Pam Sloss and Olivia Wilkes 
 

President’s Report 
This is my first Annual Report as President of the Zonta Club of Melbourne’s East Inc. It has been a very 
busy year with Zonta’s 100-year Centennial celebrations, ongoing projects, new projects, and changes 
to our normal Zonta operations.  
 
Our small group has done an exceptional job, we would not be able to accomplish all that it does without 
our hard-working members and Zonta friends. I would firstly like to thank the reliable members of our 
Board: Jane Davies (Vice President), Robyn Scholes (Minute 
and Correspondence Secretary), Margot Davies (Treasurer), 
and Di Hillman and Sylvia Kolarik (Directors). These women all 
bring a wealth of talent and knowledge, as well as many years 
of Zonta experience. I also want to sincerely thank our exiting 
Board Members Di Hillman and Sylvia Kolarik for their 
dedication to Zonta. Di has served our club as President for 
three years, Board Director three years, and Area One Director 
for the current Biennium (2018-2020). Sylvia has been a 
positive contributor to all events and fundraisers as well as 
managing the Awards Program for three (3) years. Our club 
would not be where it is today without Di’s and Sylvia’s tireless 
work for the Zonta cause. 
 
As I reflect on our year to date, I am very pleased with all our 
accomplishments thus far. On November 8th 2019, Zonta 
celebrated its 100-year Centennial Anniversary. This is an 
outstanding accomplishment and we have all have attended 
many wonderful celebrations, the culmination of which was to 
be the Convention in Chicago this July. Unfortunately, this has 
just been cancelled due to COVID-19. All business and voting 
will be conducted electronically, giving all club members a 
chance to be involved. 
 
Our year commenced with the allocation of club roles. We didn’t mix things up too much as I felt our club 
was starting to build momentum. At our May general meeting I inducted two new members Elizabeth 
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Owen and Kathleen Murphy. Then, in June, Jodi Ball (Sinclair) was inducted. Our three new members 
have been great additions to our club, all have been enthusiastic and ready to lend a hand as required. 
Jodie even attended our ANZ Centennial Conference in Brisbane. These three maintain our club 
membership at 15.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our meetings have been the most integral events in the Zonta Club of Melbourne’s East calendar. Each 
of the meetings are held at the Canterbury International in Forest Hill, where we enjoy a two-course meal 
with a high standard of service in a beautifully decorated room with a cosy fire in the cooler months. We 
have had many guests to our meetings over the year, while we were eager to induct some as new 
members, we were still able to share the Zonta mission with our guests that attended. Over the year, we 
have had various guest speakers and friendly meetings with much banter and fellowship between 
members. Beverley Manzie rounds up the attendance numbers and liaises with The Canterbury 
International for our dietary requirements, thank you Beverley. Glenda Peck has continued to give us a 
monthly update on the various facets of Zonta International, thank you so much Glenda. Our Board 
Meetings are also important for planning club operations, and these are conducted in members’ homes 
on a rotating basis, which works well for all. Thanks to Di Hillman for 
her commitment on increasing our club membership. 
 
Our Website, Facebook, Newsletters, Flyers and all Social media 
activity is maintained by Jane Davies, Jane is a wonderful asset to our 
club and a great support to me. We were very honoured to win a 
Public Relations award at the ANZ Centennial Conference for our 
2018 Facebooks posts highlighting the 16 Days of Activism. 
 
It’s of great relief that we have Margot Davies maintaining and 
preparing our Financial records, these are always reported in a timely 

and accurate manner, our current year end 
Financial Statements have been audited by 
Catherine Jenkins. 
 
Each of the meetings has been unique, yet all have been rewarding to see our 
club at work and to plan events. At our May Annual General Meeting, Stella 
Coffey inducted the new Board and gave us an overview of the Zonta 
Structure. 
 
In June, we heard from Shirleen Standish, manager South Eastern Volunteers. 
She explained their Safety Register program which supports over 800 
registered participants, checking in with those at risk so that they can receive 
support.  
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At our July meeting, we went back to basics with Zonta, with ask a 
Zontian. We had an expert panel of long-standing Zontians: Robyn 
Scholes, Glenda Peck and Beverley Manzie. This is an insightful 
program for both new and existing members, and all questions were 
welcomed. Then, on July 11th, we enjoyed a scrumptious Fellowship 
lunch at Kooyong Tennis Club overlooking the beautifully manicured 
courts. Many thanks to Chris Jamison for arranging this event. 
 
In August, we heard from Erin Wicking, who received a $500 donation 
to her Charity “Chat for Change “in 2015. It was remarkable to hear 
how busy Erin had been since that time. She had undertaken more 
study and written a children’s book. She kindly donated copies for us to 
sell or use as gifts. We also had the pleasure of awarding Brighid 
Gannon our JMK Women in Business Award for 2020. 
 
In September, eight of our club members attended the Zonta Australian 
and New Zealand Centennial Anniversary Conference in Brisbane. 

This was certainly the highlight of my Zonta year, it was great to share our passion with so many 
members from around Australia and across the Tasman. We heard from a multitude of high-quality 
presenters, had lots of fun, great fellowship, and a few late nights. It was a privilege representing ZCME 
Club as the delegate, voting on issues that will affect us in the next biennium.  
 
Our September General Meeting was deferred because of a conflict with the ANZ Centennial 
Conference. Though later than scheduled, it was an unmissable meeting, chaired by Vice President 
Jane Davies. Jane gave an overview of the Zonta International website with how to login and use the 
many tools available online. Our club created a static presentation, called “Speaking Out”, 18 wooden 
figures in the shape of women, painted in the “Zonta says No” orange, with slogans attached. It has 
received great feedback while on display at the Glen Waverley, Knox, and Oakleigh Libraries, as well as 
the Monash Council foyer. We were thrilled when we won a Service & Advocacy award at the ANZ 
Centennial Conference. 
 
The theme of our October meeting was “Bring a Friend”, and our guest speaker at short notice was Trish 
McLean. Trish is our incoming Area One Director and has over 22 years of Zonta membership. Trish is a 
Psychic Medium and provides coaching services. She encourages us to maintain a positive outlook on 
life. We also celebrated our club’s 41st Birthday with cake.  
 

 
 
The Zonta Area One Centenary luncheon was held on 27th 
October. It was an excellent event with 79 attending, the PLC 
Quartet played, and the room was decorated by Bev Devidas. 
We had many great presentations of well-known Zontians and 
over $1000 was contributed to the Centennial Fund via the 
raffle. The room was buzzing with current and past Zonta 
members and friends it was a great celebration. Great speakers 
were enlightening about so many aspects of Zonta over the 
century - refer to photo on left ‘Marion de Forest’ with current 
day Governor Jane Adornetto. 
 
In November, in line with our 16 Days of Activism against 
Gender-Based Violence campaign, Laura Clements from 
WAYSS delivered a noteworthy presentation, showing some 
ways to identify someone experiencing family violence and how 
to provide support.  
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On Tuesday November 26th, Jane Davies & I were fortunate 
to be part of a group of Zontians who attended Parliament 
House. We met on the steps and were ushered into the 
parliament gallery to hear MP Steve McGee (Member for 
Melton) use his Member Statement time to recognise Zonta’s 
100-year Centennial Anniversary and its dedication to 
supporting women and girls. We were then treated to 
afternoon tea and some of us stayed for a tour of Parliament 
House and the Gardens.  
 

 
 
 
 
Continuing our 16 Days of Activism, on November 28th, 
we hosted a free community event entitled “Say No to 
Family Violence-the Next Step”. We invited three guest 
presenters from diverse backgrounds. Although numbers 
were lower than anticipated, the session was very 
professional and well received. I would like to congratulate 
Jane Davies for her vision and commitment to making this 
happen. We look forward to trying the format again in the 
near future.  
 

On Saturday morning November 30th, we held our second club community walk across the intersections 
of Waverley and Springvale Roads, holding our club Banner and proudly wearing our “Zonta says No” T-
Shirts. We received lots of supportive toots from passing traffic and raised the awareness of the issues 
of family violence. 
 
On Thursday December 5th Jane & I had a casual half hour chat with Iain Messer on 94.1FM 
Community radio, although I was unsure of the session it was a lot of fun promoting Zonta and its 
activities. Iain also offered to host our upcoming Trivia Night. 
 
We held our 2020 Club Planning day in January, where we contrasted our current Zonta Club activities 
against the preceding year. It was felt we were are doing the same types of activities as the year before, 
and so it was agreed that things need to be mixed up to attract new club members. We used our 
February General Meeting to build on the new direction agreed upon in our planning day.  
 

The March meeting was the last 
face-to-face General Meeting for the 
near future with the introduction of 
COVID-19 restrictions. A few 
members shared their International 
Women’s Day events they attended. 
Di conducted an activity where we 
made our pledge based on the IWD 
theme “Each for Equal”. Our club 
now meets electronically. It has been 
an enormous change, but we have 
not let it get in the way of conducting 
our important Zonta business and 
setting our goals. 

 
Our important Scholarship program is still continuing. Thank you to Sylvia Kolarik for her hard work on 
this. We had wanted to have a presentation night in April to celebrate and meet our awardees, as we 
have to present our YWPA PLC awardee Britney Pham, our Aviation Scholarship and our Education 
Encouragement awards. I maintain that ‘you can’t be what you can’t see’, and these young women are 
our future leaders, therefore we need to support them with their education and strengthen the 
relationships between our club and local Secondary Schools.  



P.6 

 
Outside of meetings, we are undertaking numerous exciting projects. Our Fundraising activities have 
been diverse, with one Op Shop week, three Bunnings sausage sizzles, the Motto Fashion Parade, 
Community raffle books, and, my favourite, the Peridot Theatre. We have sold merchandise consisting of 
Pens, T-Shirts, Shopping Bags, and beautiful handmade soap. We have also used a trading table and 
loose coin jar to replenish our General Account. Thank you to our Zonta family and friends for supporting 
us.  
 
As well as these events, we have been involved in many other activities. We have been collecting bread 
ties, metal bottle tops, aluminium tablet packets, plastic milk bottle tops, and used reading glasses, all to 
be recycled. We have sewn over 100 Breast care cushions which were distributed to needy hospitals, 
thank you to Olivia Wilkes for co-ordinating this vital service. I know some have even been personally 
delivered.  
 
Di Hillman coordinated a Birthing Kit 
assembly day in conjunction with a Monash 
University team building day, and Glenda 
and Margot attended a birthing kit assembly 
day at PLC. We were due to host a Trivia 
night in March, the proceeds of which were 
to be used to hold a Birthing Kit assembly 
session later in the year. I am sure we will be 
able to reschedule to a suitable time. 
 
My last news is a wonderful achievement for 
our club. Robyn Scholes applied and was 
advised that our club was one of the 62 clubs 
worldwide within Zonta that has been 
awarded a Zonta International Centennial 
Anniversary Grant. Zonta International 
received 289 applications, and our club 
project was one of only 62 projects selected 
to receive a grant. This is a great 
accomplishment for our club and for Emerge, our partnering organisation. We will look forward to seeing 
their program up and running in local secondary schools soon. I maintain that every action really does 
count, and our small club performs extremely well. (See P.17 for more detail) 
 
We have had a busy year supporting women though our service and advocacy projects. It has been hard 
work at times, but we are committed to our task of empowering women. 
 
While we have achieved much this year, we still have a long way to go to realise our goals of equality for 
women and girls everywhere. Still, I believe we are making real progress with everything that we do, and 
each young woman that we support helps the Zonta message. The funds that we raise, is one a step 
towards making the world better for women and girls. 
 
I am so proud of our club, together we are making a real difference in the lives of women and girls 
worldwide. Now more than ever it’s important to keep connected and support our Zonta mission to 
improve the status of women through service and advocacy. To work for the advancement of 
understanding, good-will and peace through a world fellowship of our members. I want to thank you all 
for your confidence in me and I look forward to our new Zonta year under very different settings. 
 
Deborah Grinter 
President 
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Treasurer’s Report: April 2018 to March 2019 
 
Fundraising 
 
This year has been a successful year, our fundraising has been great. The money we raised came for 
various events and work we did namely, Bunnings Sausage Sizzles $3004, Lions Opportunity Shop 
$748, Motto Fashion Parade $632, Peridot Theatre $1599 and Merchandise sales $1420.   
Our fundraising efforts raised $11022.77 after expenses. 
As a result of this we have sent $2400 to ZI to be split 50/50 to the Rose Fund and ZISVAW.  
We were able to send this money because of our fantastic fundraising efforts.  
All the coordinators for each of our fundraising events thank our volunteers and their famiiles for their 
help and assistance come rain, hail or shine. 
The accounts show we sent more than this but ($2000) was last year’s 1/3 we sent after the financial 
year ended.  
The account balance opened at $9125.88. Closing Balance $6968.39. 
General account $704.09 and Fundraising $ 6264.30. 
 
Interest from ING was $37.66 quite a bit down on previous years but we did take some money out of the 
account and interest rates have dropped. 
 
A total of $4435 of our Fundraising monies has been spent as follow: 
 
The club decided to distribute some of our funds to the following local service projects: 
 
*Kara House for their T-shirt appeal       $500 
*Ishka De Silvia for her go fund me Project “Possible Dreams International” $500 
 
We awarded 2 scholarships to students: 
Brentwood SC student Jaime Gordon      $750 
Aviation Award to Brentford SC student Mikayla Koike-Coleman   $750 
 
Other Awards 
Young Women in Public Affairs Britney Pham from PLC     $750 
*JMK   Brighid Gannon        $500 
 
District Project 
CASA for RWM facility improvements in the Domestic Violence area  
Our club contribution         $1085 
 
*in the accounts as Local Service. 
 
Our Fees were increased to $210 for 2019 to help with running the club ZI and District did not increase 
their components. 
 
Below are our unaudited accounts, the Balances as at 31st March 2020: 
Commonwealth Bank $3906.88 and ING $3061.51 Total Balance $6968.39 
 
Many thanks to Catherine Jenkins for agreeing to do the audit again this year. 
 
Margot Davies 
Treasurer 
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL SUMMARY    

Unaudited $ $ $ 

      

Opening Balance - April 1st 2020   $9,125.88 

INCOME     

Administration     

Dinner Dues  6617.54   

Subscriptions  2320.00   

Joining Fee  54.00   

District Conference  300.00   

Bank Interest  37.66   

Donation   43.35   

Miscellaneous  771.30   

CASA- RWH  6415.00   

Badges - 100 Year  66.00   

100th Luncheon  4670.00   

Admin Total  21294.85   

Fundraising     

Merchandise: Bags  264.00   

                             Erin's Books  110.00   

                             Pens  250.00   

                             Soap  666.00   

                             T-Shirts  130.00   

Birthing Kits  1100.00   

Breast Care Cushions  130.00   

Sausage Sizzle - 3days  3999.05   

Lions Op Shop  748.44   

Loose Change  131.02   

Donation ZI  180.00   

Fashion Parade  570.00   

Periot Theatre  1400.00   

Community Raffle  1200.00   

Raffle  496.50   

Trading Table  93.20   

Trivia Night  1660.00   

Fundraising total  13128.21   

TOTALS   34423.06   
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LESS EXPENDITURE        

Administration     

Dinner Dues  7115.00   

Dist./ZI Dues  2286.00   

Joining Fee  18.00   

Conference Reg./Seminars  250.00   

Website  466.40   

Po Box/Legal/Administration  550.34   

ING  0.00   

Gifts/Flowers  93.95   

Donation ZI  4580.00   

District Conference  295.00   

Miscellaneous  279.55   

Badges  118.50   

100 year Luncheon  4770.00   

Banner & Printing  180.10   

CASA- RWH  7500.00   

Total   28502.84   

FUNDRAISING & DONATIONS     

Merchandise:     

    Bags     

   Erin's Books     

   Pens      

   Soap  687.50   

   T-shirts     

Local Service Total: *see report of details 1100.00   

   Educaton encourgement 750    

   YWPA 750    

   Brentwood Aviation  750 2250.00   

Birthing Kits  1104.80   

Sausage Sizzle  994.12   

Breast Care Cushions  317.55   

Police boxes  0.00   

Community Conversation  160.64   

Fashion Parade  0.00   

Community Raffle  600.00   

Peridot Theatre  0.00   

Trivia Night  863.10   

TOTALS  8077.71   

Expenditure Total  36580.55   

Closing Balance 31st March 2020   $6,968.39 
        

Bank Reconciliation as at March 31/3/2020     

      

Bank Statement-CBA  3906.88   

Bank Statement-ING  3061.51   

Less Unpresented Cheques   0.00   

RECONCILED BALANCE  $6,968.39   

Total Cash Book   $6,968.39   
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Service and Advocacy Report 
 
So far this year many of the activities of our club have been curtailed due to the Corona Virus.  Despite 
this when I look at the following list, it is clear that we have not been idle, and have every reason to feel 
pleased with our achievements. 
 

Violence Against Women 
 
Zonta International and District 23 support goals to focus on eliminating violence against women in all its 
forms.  ZCME, in adopting these goals, has developed strategies to change the behaviour and attitudes 
of men and to improve the lives of women who suffer the results of this horrific social phenomenon.  To 
this end we have organised a number of activities to coincide with the sixteen days of activism.  These 
included: 
 
Community Conversation – The Next Step – Project leader Jane Davies  
This required a huge effort involving a complex sequence of tasks with a small team and Jane as our 
leader.  Our speakers were Senior Constable Sara Coe from Forest Hill Police Station from the 
protective services unit.  She spoke extremely well and highlighted statistics showing the extent of this 
problem.  Alex Mills, former ambassador from the White ribbon spoke on the need to change the  ideas 
of society on what it means to be male 
 
Community Walk 
A group of us once again walked across the roads at the corner of Springvale and Waverley Roads 
holding our Zonta Banner and wearing T shirts highlighting the need for action to prevent Violence 
against women.  We received many cheers and toots for our effort.  We can only hope that this 
awareness raising activity will have some effect. 
 

Police Boxes – Project Leader – Sylvia Kolarik 
This initiative involves setting up a box for various police stations in the 
Eastern area that will supply necessary items for women and children 
often who are the recipients of domestic violence.  Items for children 
and babies include nappies, feeding bottles and formula, dummies, 
and a few toys and activities and for the women sanitary items, 
toothpaste and brush, deodorant etc. 
 
Face Book Campaign Project Leader – Jane Davies 
Jane set up this campaign using the ‘Our Watch’ website and was able 
to produce a good number of entries that highlighted the problems.  
We were also able to use their alphabet sheets as decoration for our 
Community Conversation evening. 
 
 
 
 

Speaking Out – The Orange Ladies – Project Leader Di Hillman 
Di organised the ‘Men’s Shed’ in Waverley to make about 20 Orange 
Ladies in two sizes and her husband David put them together and 
painted them for us.  Di also made small notices to hang around their 
necks with data and statements to highlight the problems of violence 
against women.  We now place them in various libraries and during 
the sixteen days of activism we had them placed in the Monash City 
Council foyer.  
 
There is much to be done in this area and we need to continue to 
develop ideas and direction in order to achieve anything of value. 
However, I acknowledge that we are a small organisation and that it 
is incredibly difficult for us to make an impact 
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Scholarship Program – Project Leader - Sylvia Kolarik 
 
Fortunately, we have been able to run our Scholarship Program. Unfortunately, although we have 
allocated the scholarships, we will be unable to hold our Scholarship presentation night in April.  Last 
year it gave us all a great deal of pleasure to hear from and see the girls who had received our awards 
and we hope that we might have the opportunity to hold this ceremony later in the year. 
 
Aviation Scholarship 
This scholarship acknowledges Amelia Earhart a renowned aviator and very early Zontian. We are 
particularly delighted to be supporting this scholarship as it was an area of enormous growth until the 
advent of the Corona Virus.  The successful candidate for 2020 was Mikayla Koike-Coleman. 
 
Education Encouragement Scholarship 
This scholarship supports young women with their Academic studies whose families are experiencing 
financial difficulties.  For 2020 we have given this scholarship to Jaime Gordon with the hope that we 
will meet her at a later date. 
 
Young Woman in Public Affairs Award 
We received several applications for this award from very impressive young women and it was very 
difficult to choose between them.  However, Britney Pham from PLC was given this prestigious award 
for 2020.  Once again we are very hopeful that we will be able to meet with Britney and hear her speak 
at an award ceremony later in the year 
 

Other Programs 
 
Emerge Grant – Project Leader – Robyn Scholes 
Robyn successfully applied for the Zonta International Centennial Grant of $5,000.00 for the ‘Emerge’ 
program that will be run in Secondary Schools specifically for girls.  There were 289 applications and 
Robyn’s application was one of only 62 selected.  We are very proud of her achievement. See more 
details about the project on Page 17. 
 
Birthing Kits – Project Leader - Di Hillman 
We held a Birthing Kit assembly day at Monash University as part of a professional development activity 
for a number of staff at the university 
 
Breast Care Cushions – Project Leader – Olivia Wilkes  
Sewing days in 2019 we filled and sewed approximately 
100 Breast cushions. They were delivered to various 
hospitals by December 2019. Now I’m starting to stock up 
again and I thank Beverley for offering to assist me in filling 
and sewing 30 cushions during the Covid-19 lockdown time, 
as we will need to cancel our Sewing Day on the 5th April. 
On the bright side, this difficult time gives us the opportunity 
to sew and fill more cushions and, hopefully when the crisis 
will be over, we can have a big sewing day together. 
 
Babes Project - Project Leader – Di Hillman 
We prepared a mystery box for a young woman in need for 
this project.  We were given a list of things that she would 
like and we all contributed in making a very special and 
personal parcel for one young woman for Christmas. 
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Kara House. Christmas Packs  
This organisation offers emergency accommodation to women and 
children. Members donated toys for the children in the refuge at our 
Xmas function as well as emergency toiletries for the women in this 
refuge.   
 
Thank you everyone for your support and enormous efforts.  I believe 
that for a small group we do really well. 
 
Sylvia Kolarik 
Service and Advocacy Coordinator 
 
 

Membership & Fellowship Report 
 
Attracting new members and retaining existing members is a challenge for many service clubs, not only 
Zonta Clubs. Whilst we have had the privilege of inducting new members in the past 12 months, we 
have also had the disappointment of seeing several potentially interested visitors not returning after one 
or two meetings.   
 
Looking to the future in this biennium year, it would seem incumbent on our club to investigate and 
discover new ways of increasing our membership.  Our world is changing rapidly and never more so 
than in the current pandemic. Hopefully this season of change will allow our club the time and space to 
think creatively and seek new directions in a positive manner.  
 
Currently our membership stands at 15. We had the pleasure of inducting Elizabeth Owen, Jodi Ball 
(Sinclair) and Kathleen Murphy into our club and their enthusiasm and input has been warmly received. 
Sadly we said goodbye to Marion Baker and Ramona Freeland after a short time with us.  
 
The public relations committee has endeavoured to capitalize on social media avenues to promote our 
club and events, recognising that word of mouth still seems to be one of the most effective ways of 
promoting Zonta to the wider community.  
 
The membership has continued to link in with each other for chats or coffee each month.  
 

 
Fellowship has been achieved through a variety of 
avenues. Many ladies enjoyed a beautiful luncheon at 
the Kooyong Tennis club; packaging soaps for sale and 
gifts for our Centennial celebration lunch and proposed 
Trivia night were productive and enjoyable; sewing days 
and a yearly planning lunch all contributed to having 
enjoyment and fun with each other. Dinner one night at 
the Brisbane Combined Districts Conference was a 
highlight of the year.  
 
 
 

 
 
It would be hoped that with renewed energy and enthusiasm we could add to our membership in the 
coming year.  
 
Dianne Hillman 
Membership Co-ordinator 
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PR & Communication 
 
We continue to aim for as much media attention as possible via Facebook, our website, and radio.  
 

 
We now have an Instagram Page which is linked to our Facebook Page – every 
time we post on our Facebook timeline, the post automatically goes up onto 
Instagram. 
 

 
In August we applied for consideration in three (3) categories of the District PR Awards – the awards 
were for PR projects from 2018. 
 
Firstly, we applied for Category 1 – Service and Advocacy - this covered the Walk Against Violence in 
Waverley in 2018 to encourage local community commitment to ‘Say No to Violence Against Women’. 
As this walk was held in a prominent position - a major intersection, the number of people who viewed 
our banner was significant. Many toots and waves received!  The Says No To Violence Against Women 
Banner was carried, T-Shirts were worn by members and friends, and Handouts were offered - these 
included contacts for women as to where to find support. 
A dedicated web page including video footage was included into ZCME’s website: 
https://zontamelbourneseast.org.au/zonta-says-no-to-violence-against-women/ 
 
The second category we applied for was Category 4 – Social Media 
Our aim during the Social Media Campaign in 2018 - Say No to Violence Against Women - was to keep 
to short simple messages, linking the posts to resources and information matching the messages.  
 
The third category we applied for was Category 5 – Newsletter 
Following on from our 16 Days of Activism in November, the December 2018 Edition of Zonta Matters 
Newsletter reported on the various actions taken by our Club. 
 
It was a great compliment for our Club to receive the PR Award Category 4 for Social Media Campaign 
at the Combined ANZ District Conference in Brisbane. 
 
Even though our Trivia Night was unable to be held, the Zonta brand has been brought to the attention of 
many of our prize donors, always with a conversation – what is Zonta? Even if we were unsuccessful in 
securing a prize donation, the more people we asked, the more people became aware of our support of 
women and girls around the world. 
 
We also enjoyed the opportunity of a half hour radio spot with Iain 
Messer (3WBC 94.1 FM) where he asked Debbie Grinter and Jane 
Davies all about what we do as a Club, Domestically and Internationally. 
 
Thank you to all members who have contributed in their own way by spreading the word and work of Zonta 
Club of Melbourne’s East.  
 
Jane Davies 
PR & Communications Coordinator 
 
  

https://zontamelbourneseast.org.au/zonta-says-no-to-violence-against-women/
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ANZ Combined District Conference 
6-9th September in Brisbane 
 
The ANZ Zonta Districts 16,22,23, and 24 Combined Centennial Conference was held in Brisbane. The 
Conference content was held at the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre. Conference for us at 
District 23 started at 9am sharp. As I was our club delegate, I got to sit in the second row. The business 
session for District 23 was chaired by LT Governor & District 23 Membership Chair Sandra Burns as 
Governor Jane Adornetto had a nasty accident at the airport on the way to conference. A welcome and 
roll call of all clubs occurred. Sandra welcomed us on behalf of Governor Jane.   
Sandra opened with the standing rules, which were adopted. Then the District 23 12th Annual general 
meeting minutes were moved. Sandra welcomed us on behalf of Governor Jane.  
 
The Nominations for the incoming board were highlighted by Beryl McMillan. The Candidates had a strict 
two minutes to introduce themselves. We voted at 12.30 pm with Trish McLean becoming the Area 1 
Director and Kay Stewart becoming the Lieutenant Governor for the next Biennium.  
 
The treasurer’s report was presented with no questions there was a motion put forward to set the USD 
exchange rate every January 31st. 
 
The services projects of birthing kits and breast care cushions were both endorsed as a District 23 
project with concerns raised about the black plastic being used in the birthing kits. There was a new 
proposed District 23 Project put up by the Zonta Club of Kyneton. The project was to provide Mental 
Health and first aid skills to Women in Rural Australia. The time frame of one year one would allow 
implementation time for 3 pilot clubs. The objective would be to train women in local communities with 
the skills to support their communities. It is estimated that the cost to run one mental health first aid 
course with about 22 participants would be about $1500 to $3000. Marketing & PR would be undertaken 
by the local clubs. The motion was passed as a District 23 project.  

 
After lunch we had the pleasure of meeting our international President Susanne Von Bassewitz, she 
encouraged us to be bold and not shy. She had a thought that clubs should be flexible to meet their 
needs. She is a truly wonderful Zonta Ambassador. Over the course of the Conference she spoke many 
times, only once, on the last day, did I see her reading from notes.  
 
Sandra read Governor Jane’s report and the District 23 plan. A resolution was passed by District 23 to 
keep the centennial Teal colour in the Zonta tint. Membership reports for District 23 presented. 100 % of 
District 23 clubs donated to the Zonta International Foundation. 
 
Service and Advocacy awards were awarded to the Zonta Club of Launceston for their Women’s Art 
Prize. Zonta Club of Melbourne’s East were runners up with our Speaking out display.  
Zonta Club of Bunbury were highly commended for their learner driving program.  The Centennial 
Activity award was given to the Zonta Club of Flourier Peninsula for their In Zert Magazine.  
ZCME won the Social Media Facebook award for its 16 Days of activism posts. There were lots of 
awards for many different activities.  Natasha Stott Despoja was awarded our District 23 Centennial 
award and we heard via video from her thanking Zonta for its hard work.  
 
We were welcomed to Conference by Sandy Ven Brown and Brisbane. We were entertained by the most 
amazing opening ceremony, it started with Song women Maroochy and her welcome to Country. We 
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were then entertained by a group of Maori dancers and singers with the amazing Haka. We then heard 
Niki Steel sing the German National anthem, The Australian National Anthem was song by Loretto Girls’ 
Choir and the Maori group sang the NZ National Anthem. We were then welcomed by Suzanne Von 
Bassewitz. We then enjoyed the flag parade. Di Farmer also welcomed us to Brisbane on behalf of the 
QLD premier Annastacia Palaszczuk the opening ceremony was truly amazing and moving.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At 6.30 we attended the conference combined welcome Cocktail party where we conversed and enjoyed 
fellowship.  
 
On Saturday we had a 9am start with the pleasure of a Q & A 
session with Dame Quentin Bryce with Sandy Ven Brown. 
She showed grace and discussed how she chaired the “Not 
now not ever enquiry” It had 144 recommendations with over 
1 million dollars being spent between the QLD & Federal 
Govt.  
 
She felt the most important tool we have is our voice. She 
has written a book which is full of amazing letters she has 
sent and received through her various roles.  
 
We were then addressed by the Susan Von Basselwitz she explained the Zonta International programs, 
she visited Jordan in July 2019, Zonta has been partnering with the United Nations. Since 2012 
1,300,000 Syrians have fled to Jordan. UN Women’s Oasis Centre’s have been created to provide safe 
facilities for women and children. 400 babies are born each month. Kits are put together for mothers and 
babies. It gives the women there the ability to earn money and support their families.  
Zonta is also supporting the Gender based violence issues in Zambia and reducing child marriage. It’s a 
national plan of action with UNICEF. It has brought together leaders of 14 districts and headman. The 
plan is to reduce child marriage and increase the marriage age to 18. To achieve this, they need to 
encourage girls to attend school and educate boys on sexual health and mentorship.  
 
Val Sarah then gave an overview of the Endowment which started with $70,000 USD in 1988. She 
encouraged us to plan for the next 100 years. The goal is to build the fund to USD $10,000.000.  
We then had one of four Share you Story presentations from District 16 Zonta club of Canterbury Area 1 
NZ they developed a Zonta Rose run it raised $6300.00.  

After morning tea, we broke into separate sessions, Jodi and I then attended the Leadership Program 
where we were encouraged to supporting club members by creating a safe, encouraging and exciting 
environment. We had to decide whether we were SEeXY or SAVVY Leader. We were informed that no 
one size fits all.  
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After lunch we heard from Professor Megan Davis who is Vice Chancellor of Indigenous affairs and was 
promoting the Ullura Statement. She was elected to the UN Human Rights Council.  She spoke on 
indigenous issues and on the long way we have to go to create equality. 
  
The next Share your story was from the Zonta Club of Ipswich. They created a program to support 
Sudanese refugee women. They created sewing and cooking projects and include these women in IWD 
events and provided English classes.  
 
We then heard from Dr Airlie Chapman who was an Amelia Earhart Fellow, she encouraged STEM 
program and works in designing Autonomous Vehicles. She heads up the Melbourne University 
Melbourne Flight Lab. She promotes Gender Equity programs and forums for the promotion and jobs for 
the future. Her motto was to make connections and be a lifelong learner. 

  
We then watched an open forum with Zonta International 
President Susan Von Bassewitz, Laura Vidal from Good 
Shepard Foundation. The facts are, every two seconds a girl 
is forced into an early union. One in five girls are married 
before the age of 18. Complications then include early 
pregnancy, Fistula issues and even death. UN, UNICEF USA 
and Zonta are partnering together it will hopefully be an 
ongoing program for Zonta  
 
Zonta Share you story – Zonta Club of Peel helped migrant 
women with Driving Practice and English classes.  
 

 
That night we attended a gala dinner with Niki Steel who entertained us with her amazing voice.  
 
On Sunday morning we attended the Ceremony of Remembrance, which was very moving.  
 
We then heard the fantastic Professor Lisa Harvey; she is the Australian gender equity women in STEM 
ambassador for Australia. She indicated that 40% of jobs will disappear in the next 15 years. Lastly, we 
viewed a panel of YWPA winners from all districts D16 Sara Khatua, D2 Hibra Shujaat, D24 Joga Attard 
and D 22 Madison Birtchnell these young women chatted informally giving us an insight into their goals, 
they were outstanding and very grateful of the support of Zonta. They were all confident of their future 
and supported their peers.  
 
We then heard from the confident and busy JMK winner Emma Beal. She has a double degree in 
Economics and Finance. Not sure how she finds the time to sleep. She used her JMK funds to attend 
Harvard Accelerated Business program over the USA summer. She also thanked Zonta for its support 
and highlighted the importance of opportunity and connections and valued those worldwide connections 
she created by attending Harvard.  
 
Share your story was the Zonta Club of Botany Bay who raised fund to send breast care nurses to Sri 
Colombo Club in Sri Lanka. Our club donated $50 towards sending two nurses back to finalise the 
project.  
 
We then heard again from Susan Von Bassewitz she felt our ANZ conference was professional and well 
run with our laid-back approach. She thanked us all for supporting our Zonta projects. It was an amazing 
few days with lots of quality content, presentations and fellowship.  
 
Deborah Grinter 
President 



P.17 

ZCME/Emerge Centennial Grant 
 
As part of the 2019 Zonta International Centenary Celebrations, Zonta 
International (ZI) offered 62 grants to Zonta Clubs working with partners 
within their community. Along with 288 other applicants, worldwide, our 
project was submitted. How delighted were we when our Club received 
notification from Susanne von Bassewitz our ZI President, that the YEW 
(Yong Empowered Women) project presented by Emerge Women’s and 
Children’s Support network was selected and funded in full.  
 
The amount US$ 4559.00 was granted in order for this project to 
become a reality. 
 
The YEW Programme is a preventative and informative one which focuses on young women aged 14-18 
who are still in secondary school. This project was first identified by the Australian Productivity 
Commission report on domestic violence. Four school clusters are chosen so the greatest number of 
young women can be involved. A counsellor and a therapist will be involved in the presentations and the 
collection of evaluation material. 
 
Paula West head of Emerge says that the project theme is “Recognition of and how to deal with the early 
signs of emotional and economic controlling within relationships. The underlying premise is that 
emotional and financial control is the unseen stealth – most do not know it is happening. Young women 
need the tools to recognise and know how to handle these issues.” 
 
Due to a number of setbacks this programme was due to start when the coronavirus hit and social 
distancing became the norm. 
 
When it eventually takes place we will have the satisfaction of knowing that the last line of our Zonta 
Vision “In such a world, no woman lives in fear of violence” has taken another step towards achieving 
our aim.  
 
Both Zonta and Emerge are working towards empowered, confident young women. 
 
Robyn Scholes 
Project Liaison 


